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ABSTRACT

A study on the Production of <On The White Planet>, a
Low—budget Animated Feature Film

Lee, Byung—Kwan
Major in Animation
Dept. of Media Design
Graduate School

Hansung University

The first animated feature film introduced in Korea was the Disney
theatrical animation, <Peter Pan>, which was released in Gukdo Theater
on jun 13, 1957. Since then Disney’s animation film have kept growing
and advancing, and when Walt Disney Pictures’s <Frozen> was released
domestically on January 16, 2014, it achieved a sensational success setting
the box office record of \28,461,504,400 sales and 10,296,101 viewers.

In comparison since <A story of Hong Gil—dong>, the first Korean
animated feature film hit theaters in 1967, even though its standard was
not low at all, the Korean animation industry has lost its chances to
develop the know—how and planning ability for film production for
various reasons.

As Goldstar’s television sets began to be supplied in 1966 the demand
for animation contents also industry once reached the third biggest scale
in the world. However, along with the continual box office failures of

the domestic theatrical animated feature films, it became even harder for
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own works. It was an inevitable consequence of their growth focusing on
OEM system rather than production of works. Afterward Korean
animation industry which mainly relied on subcontract manufacturing
works has kept making effort and investing in producing creative
animations and since 2001 it has been spotlighted as a main strategic
industry by korea Culture & Content Agency and become a target of
intensive investment and support.

In the meanwhile <Wonderful Days> were released in 2003. It took 15
billion won, which recorded the hightest production cost in Korean
animation history, and 7 years to be completed. In spite of positive
reviews that it showed creditable technological skill which was
competitive with that of US or Japan with splendid visual and miniature
background layout, the movie failed at the box office due to lack of
storytelling. It had huge negative effects on Korean theatrical animated
feature film production. As a result, Korean animation was branded that
it lacked in planning and creating abilities and the animation industry
faced crisises of setback in investor sentiment and decline in numbers of
production and support system for manpower training. This resulted from
the lack of creating experiences, so to build up them quantitative
expansion of domestic animated feature films and diversification for
progression should be secured.

The representative cases of some sucessful Korean animated feature
films are <Learfie, A hen into the wild> which attracted 2.2 million
viewers and <Jumbagi: Dinosaur of Korean peninsula, 3D> seen by over
1 million. Even though the upbeat mood has built up due to the success
of the tow, it is the reality of Korean animation that except for few
successful ones most of the theatrical animated feature films are box
office failures and on average 3 works a year are barely maintained. That
being so, first along with the quantitative expansion of domestic animated

feature films, it is required to produce domestic animations of diverse
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material and techniques that ensure free creation of them. In US and
Japan are overflowing the studios, planners and directors that have
accumulated know—how as producing over dozens of theatrical animated
films, while in Korea it is hard to find ones that have produced more
than 2.

Despite the harsh domestic reality low—budget animated feature films
have been steadily produced mainly by small production companies and
organizations and at the center of it is there KAFA Films, the course of
production study at the Korean Academy of Film Arts(KAFA). They
consist of directors and studios that produce animated feature films based
on their experiences of making independent short animations.

Animated feature films produced at KAFA are classed as low—budget
animated feature film. It is produced by a director who is credited for
cinematic quality of his independent short animation. Also it proceeds as
a form of project with professional producers and few staff on a minium
budget. This is a new model and production method to be pursed by
Korean animated feature film industry which has no room for producing
a work attracting huge capital and investment as Disney’s <Frozen> did
in US.

When compared with medium or high—budget animation, low—budget
animation has positive merits in that it guarantees a creators’ individuality
and freedom, provides free selection of material and genre, and has low
risk because of simplified producing process and shortened producing
period.

The study work is <On The White Planet>, a low—budget animated
feature film produced by Bum—Wook Huh, in which the resercher
participated as a animation director and it is examined that what factors
and limitations of the work had effect on the success of winning the
grand prix at the Holland Animation Film Festival.

It is considered that the know—how and planing ability learned in the
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process of producing the study work can be a useful source of
information on the creative side for the independent productions and
directors who intend to make low—budget animated feature film. Even
under the hard domestic reality of reduced investor sentiment, it is
expected that creation know—how of Korean style can be accumulated,
new audiences for animation be built, and production system for

theatrical animated feature film with guaranteed diversity.

[Key word] low—budget, animated feature film, independent animation, commercial

animation, high value—added creation, independent director system, independent

planing system
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