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ABSTRACT

Heitaro Kato's management of grain
industry and his cooperation to Japanese
domination in Joseon

Han, Dong—Yun
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This paper is a study about Heitaro Kato's management of grain
industry and cooperation activities for Japanese rule of Joseon. In this
paper I examined Kato's settlement in Joseon and foundation of Kato
Rice Mill, his domination of the grain distribution network and
expansion into Joseon Rice Mill, his support for the Second
Sino—Japanese War and corporate activities for developing into 'Kato's
Group. And in the course I also examined that how Kato developed his
company in connection with the Governor General of Joseon and
Japanese military.

To conduct this study, Kato's biography that his daughter wrote by the
use of her family and company data, dictionaries about Japanese in

Joseon, and data of Kato's companies were extensively used. Also articles
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of newspapers and magazines were utilized.

The findings of this study are as follows. The first, Kato was
influenced by his parents’ family and adopted family who engaged in a
marine transport, and engaged in trade business. And at the time of the
Sino—Japanese War, Kato settled in Jinnampo and learned a milling
business skill under an adoptive brother of Saito and established Kato
Rice Mill. The second, Kato dominated of distribution network of grain
of the colonial Joseon expanding the rice milling factories into major
areas that railroads and ports were connected such as Jinnampo, Incheon,
Pusan and Gunsan. And squeeze industry of rice bran oil, trade of rice,
farm investment etc besides milling business developed into a corporation.
The third, he cooperated on Japanese food control policy in wartime
under the rice control system because of Second Sino—Japanese War. And
he developed his milling company into 'Kato's Group' containing other
industries like steel and rice bran oil industries and business entry into
China. Finally, Kato, who was a grain trader, cooperated on Japanese
invasion and domination to Joseon. And he developed due to the
back—scratching relationship with the Japanese government—general of
Joseon and Japanese military. Therefore he was a cooperator against
Japanese invasion and domination to Joseon.

From now on, I wish that researches about economic activities of
capitalist, Japanese colonialist in Joseon, who engaged in milling industry
and rice trade business in colonial period would be invigorated. And I
wish that researches about Japanese businessman who engaged in other

industries such as brewing industry, bakery business etc.

[Key Words] Heitaro Kato, Japanese colonialist in Joseon, Grain industry,
Milling industry, Kato's Rice Mill, Joseon Mice Mill Coperation, Hisatro

Saito, domination in Joseon, Wartime system
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