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ABSTRACT

A Study on Creativity in Animation Characters from the
Perspective of Simulacre by Jean Baudrillard

~Focusing on the character design of dragons that appeared in animation-

FU, DANYANG

Major in Animation
Dept. of Media Design
The Graduate School

Hansung University

In the modern society, important philosophical concepts that cannot be
omitted in the field of cultural contents are ‘Simulacre’ and ‘Simulation’.
Jean Baudrillard's Simulacre is a representative example of virtual reality
(VR), which is growing rapidly these days. A virtual world that replicates
the original reality becomes another original for some people, and in it,
people live a life in which virtual becomes reality and reality becomes
virtual without distinguishing between virtual and reality. As such, if
someone thinks of the real world as the original, virtual reality is nothing
more than a simulacre of the real world.

In particular, in animation, the existence of a character does not

actually exist, but making a virtual character produced on the screen feel
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more realistic is a kind of illusion art. On the other hand, Simulation has
the meaning of ‘simulation’, but it is a verb conjugation of Simulacre,
and has the meaning of 'do simulacre’. This can be said to include the
process of making an object that does not actually exist as if it exists.
Therefore, the researcher paid attention to the image conversion process
of the 4 steps of 'representation—transformation—concealment—replacement’,
the transformation stage of simulacre according to Jean Baudriard's
simulation process.

The purpose of this study is to examine the various theoretical
literature studies on simulacre, and then to examine the four—step process
of 'reproduction—transformation—concealment—replacement, which is the
core theory of Jean Baudrillard simulacre, which is the most accessible in
the stage of animation character design creation. And, based on this, it
was to present a methodology of creative character design that can be
applied to image transformation.

As a research method to achieve this research purpose, various
literature studies related to simulacre and 4 steps of simulacre according
to Jean Baudrillard's point of view were applied to conduct an analysis
study. The reason why the dragon image was selected as the research
object started from the point of view that the dragon is a simulacre that
does not actually exist in the East and the West. According to Jean
Baudrillard's simulacre theory, the dragon character in animation can be
said to be a new simulacre derived from the dragon prototype. In other
words, in the character design creation stage, the dragon image was not
only expressed in imagination, but was rediscovered and re—created in

addition to the existing shape. This is in line with the definition of
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creativity, and can be interpreted as the meaning of creating something
new out of existence, rather than creating something out of nothing.

As a research method, first, the image of a dragon, a simulacre that
appeared in Eastern and Western cultures, was examined in terms of
shape, color, meaning, etc. In addition, as the subject of analysis research,
the analysis was carried out with the four—step image conversion process,
which is the core theory of Jean Baudrillard, was applied, focusing on
the character design of the dragon that appeared in {(Wish Dragony,
{Raya and the Last Dragony, and {How to Train Your Dragon).

Prior to the analysis process, the FGI survey method was selected to
verify the reliability of the creative process whether step 4 can be applied
to the animation character design creation stage to develop a creative
character design. In the case of group A, 6 college students majoring in
animation, 7 animation producers in group B, and 8 non—major workers
in group C were interviewed.

As a result of the study, it was possible to confirm the possibility that
the desired content could be obtained by properly utilizing Jean
Baudriard's simulacre theory in order for the characters appearing in
animation to become a complete and creative character. The key point is
that, when designing a character, it is possible to use the expression
method of 'transformation’ through distortion in the design process based
on the 'reproduction’ method of expressing the original shape image
similar to the properties of the object. And when the 'concealment
method of metaphorically expressing a unique image rather than a
realistically revealed form is tried, and an 'alternative’ method of realizing

a new and creative image that is beyond the basic perception of the
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public who breaks away from the stereotype are tried, it could be
concluded that the animation character creation process could be more
creative and effective.

This study attempted a creative methodology approach that can be
applied and utilized in character design in the context of the lack of
creative and philosophical methodologies and the lack of related prior
research in the development and production of animation character
design, which is expected to contribute somewhat academically and

industrially.

[(Key words] Animation, Character Design, Creativity, Simulacre,

Jean Baudrillard
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