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ABSTRACT

A Study of Funeral Makeup through Personal Review of

Funeral Culture

Lee, Mi—Hee
Major in Make—up Art
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Funeral makeup encourages a mournful yet beautiful funeral culture,
creates a respectful atmosphere for the deceased and assists in the
recovery of family members to overcome grief and return to their regular
lifestyle.

The current study aims to not only understand funeral makeup as
part of the funeral culture in South Korea but to understand its place in
funeral cultures across the globe, create a makeup formula that can be
applied to various cadavers with different causes of death, study the
difference between everyday makeup and funeral makeup, develop
makeup specifically for the purpose of funeral makeup and propose a
standard model for funeral makeup.

Research method was utilized to examine the role and meaning of
funeral makeup and understand the progressive background of makeup in
funeral culture in South Korea. Various cadavers were used for the
application of funeral makeup in order to identify characteristics and
differentiating factors between makeup products used for cadavers and

makeup products for everyday use as well as to differentiate
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characteristics of every day makeup and funeral makeup.

The sample consisted of 16 cadavers: six male cadavers and 10
female cadavers. The main cause of death for male cadavers was
accidents and for females, was death from illnesses. The age range for
male cadavers was from 24 to 68 and for female cadavers was 43 to 88
years old.

The results of the funeral makeup performed in this study are as
follows.

The initial step in preparation for the application of funeral makeup
1s to thoroughly wash and sanitize the cadaver for the purpose of
infection control. In order to apply makeup on the cadaver, the skin
temperature of the cadaver—that has previously been kept cold— must be
raised back to room temperature.

If the purpose of everyday makeup is to hide the blemishes and to
enhance the features of an individual, the purpose of funeral makeup is
to make the cadaver look natural.

In cases that the facial features were damaged from accidents or
illnesses, the features must be restored prior to application of the funeral
makeup; thus, in such cases, the process must also include technical
knowledge for restoration of the facial features. Because the cadaver is
dry due to dehydration, funeral makeup products must contain more
fatty substances compared to everyday makeup products. Because others
look at the cadaver from an aerial view, proper lighting and production
is required to enhance the funeral makeup.

In case of everyday makeup, the makeup artist and the individual
have a horizontal relationship and the individual can express opinions
regarding the makeup using tools such as a mirror; however, in process
of funeral makeup application, the makeup artist and cadaver have a
vertical relationship with limited radius of work in that the result only
reflects the capability and subjective view of the makeup artist.

Various types of makeup must be present to address the various
conditions of the cadaver and all tools used for the makeup application

must be properly sanitized to prevent infection.
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This study applied funeral makeup to several types of cadaver and
the results are summarized as follows.

First, since cadavers of patients with terminal cancer and cadavers of
the elderly that lived alone received a lot of medical treatment at
hospitals or senior care centers, most of them had facial deformation,
skin discoloration and twists in the facial muscles and even outline with
dents or twists in the eyes and lips. It was easy to cover skin
discoloration, but it was difficult to correct the shape of the dent or
twist of the mouth by massaging the upper and lower jaws strongly. In
the dented parts in the eyes, eye caps were put, and the eyelids were
attached. The dented part of the oral cavity was corrected by stuffing it
with cottons. In order to reproduce their appearance before death, several
methods of restoration were used.

Second, leprosy cadavers and nun cadavers were finished with base
make—up, and for color make—up, shadow was skipped. Natural
expressions could be made just by drawing the eye lines. In addition, the
cheeks and lips could be expressed just by enhancing the complexion
naturally.

Third, with fire casualties, the moisture of the blisters of fire cadavers
was removed, and the frayed tissues were cut off. The discolored part
was covered with wax, and the complexion was expressed with
foundation. Blood stain and liquid came up during the make—up, so the
part was removed, and the wax was applied to do the make—up. For fire
casualties, there was a difficulty in doing that, since it required much
attention in terms of technique.

Fourth, with Down's syndrome cadavers, wax was applied as a base,
and they were dried with a hair dryer, and the base was finished with
foundation and powder. Black color was put on the eyebrows, while the
discolored eye sockets were shadowed and covered with dark violet color.
Applying pink to the cheeks and lips completed the make—up beautifully,
but as a result of an analysis, overall, it was most difficult to find the
shape of the original face.

Fifth, with postmortem cadavers, the sutured thread was incised with
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scissors to pull it all out, and starting with the job of injecting formalin
into the incised tissue to prevent the cadavers from decomposition, for
the head part, after chemical treatment in the skull, the part severed in
half was glued and pasted twice to join the skull together. After drying it
completely in this state, the severed part of the hair (hair root) was
sutured. Since the hair root is weak, special attention should be paid to
the suturing, and as for make—up, it was finished with base make—up.
As a result of this study, overall, it was a work that took much time
about ten hours and had many difficulties.

In conclusion, unlike Western culture, South Korean funeral culture
strictly enforces the embalming process and the makeup application
process and viewing time are short. Thus, in order to successfully develop
the traditional funeral culture and to create a hygienic and beautiful
funeral culture, there must be proper application of funeral make up as

well as an improvement of funeral procedures and methods.

[Key Word] funeral culture, funeral makeup, funeral hail, casualties,

embalming.
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