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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Perception Changes of the Private

Small Library Directors in Gyeonggi—-Do, Korea

Park, Eun Kyung
Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

Development of private small libraries has made a significant
contribution to satisfy citizen’s demands for information acquisition.
The private small libraries have served not only as a community but
also as a library’s service point for local citizens by having been
voluntarily managed and operated by a private sector. The private
small library director’s roles and perceptions have been important
factors which have greatly influenced on operation and development

of the private small libraries.

Therefore, this study surveyed director’'s perception changes
before and after the operation of the private small libraries in order
to support activation of the private small libraries. The results are

expected to be used for supporting activation of the private small
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libraries.

For the study, a survey was conducted by 671 private small
libraries in Gyeonggi—-Do. Respondents and survey target libraries
were classified into and analyzed by genders, ages, educational
backgrounds and other factors. Respondents’ perception changes

were analyzed in 16 detail items.

According to the survey results, the items which show
significant differences are as follows; general perceptions of the
private small libraries, concerns on laws, systems and policies,
influence of establishment purposes, necessity of public financial
supports and encouragement of private donation, general perception
for librarians, necessity of professional librarians, necessity to
educate directors, necessity of cooperation with volunteers, necessity
of connection with public libraries, necessity of mutual exchange of
information between directors in the private small libraries and
mmportance of user’'s demand. The items which do not show
significant differences are as follows; space and facilities standards,
necessity for the directors to have a librarian certificate, necessity of
cooperation with a relevant department of public institutes and

activation of cultural programs.

According to the survey results on priority of importance of
small library services, the private small library directors answered
that major services of the private small libraries are book lending

and information offering and the main role of the small libraries is
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to bring a reading culture to the daily life. The results also show
that the private small library directors demand for supporting
personnel expenses and cultural program expenses and interlibrary
loan. The highest demand is for personnel expenses and cultural
program expenses. Therefore, securing a budget is the most difficult

thing in operating the private small libraries.

The results of this study suggest that an activation plan for
the private small libraries should include the followings. Firstly,
systematic and gradual government support policies(legal/institutional
supports, personnel and financial supports, etc) should be established.
Secondly, educational programs for the directors should be planned
with contents including laws, systems, and policies related to
libraries. Job training for general library services is also necessary.
Lastly, the directors should reduce operational trial and error and
efficiently operate the private small libraries by exchanging mutual

information between the private small libraries.
[Keywords] Small libraries, Private small libraries, Operation of

small libraries, Small library director, Small library director’s

perception changes.
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