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ABSTRACT

An Empirical Study on the Effects of Korean Elderly People’s

Political Orientation on the Movements for Right

Lee, Mi sung
Major in Policy Science
Dept. of Public Administration

Graduate School, Hansung University

In Korea, the socio—political importance of elderly group is increasing rapidly in
the result of aging phenomenon at an unprecedented pace in the world. The
purpose of this study is to understand political attitude and characteristics of the
elderly by analyzing the effect on the movement for the aged people’s right and
the correlation and power of political orientation between rights campaign in
view of culture.

Furthermore, the research diagnoses a situation of the movement for aged
people’s right in Korea and addresses the specific direction of the action which
makes elderly groups lead the flow of public opinion and have a position as

great voters to exert pressure to policy makers.
The study findings are as follows:

First, in the result of analysis on the factors organizing political orientations, all

three elements — Cognitive orientation, Affective orientation, and Evaluative
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orientation — have an effect on the movement for the aged people’s right
partially. According to cognitive orientation research, present policies and law
doesn't affect the vote, but have a great influence on the right actions as voters
because it contributes to demonstration of support or joining elderly groups.
Secondly, affective orientation is also influential by working on positive lines
through active actions such as rally or demonstration, expressing support, and
joining groups. Finally, evaluative orientation plays an important role in the
participation in the election, protests or rally, and joining groups, through

diagnosis and evaluation of the present policies and democratic policy-making.

Through this examination, it reveals that present evaluation of the policy is
expressed by the vote, the passive ways, but future movements for the elderly
people’s rights should focus on making a use of active methods like participation
in the demonstration or rallies, declaring support or playing a role for the

protection and increase of rights.
Consequently, this study suggests specific plans for the support to vitalize the
elderly interest groups as a movement for the right, contact ways with

legislature and administration, and inspiration of the aged people’s sense of

identity.

[Keywords] political orientation, movement for the aged people’s right
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