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ABSTRACT

Korean Nationalist intelligentsia’s Accommodate of Colonial
Discourse and Usual Perception in The Late Japanese
Imperialism

Do, Seung Hyun

Major in Korean History
Dept. of History
Graduate School

In Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to demonstrate and analyze the
problem of pro—Japanese. Especially, the target of this analysis is
pro—Japanese activity of the intelligentsia, which has been the essence
of pro—Japanese problem. In this study, Intelligentsia’s articles, which
were published in the newspapers and magazines in the period of war
footing, will be analyzed.

Imperialist Japan, after Invading a continent, strongly established the
wartime mobilization system by advocating Naeseonilche(NEf—5S).
Naeseonilche was stressed because of the necessity that the people of
Joseon had to conduct war positively just like Japanese. Accordingly,
thought control was performed thoroughly and of course, material and
human resources was exploited intellectuals of _Joseon were suppressed
and monitored, and they were won over or forcibly converted into

Japanese side. As a result, the majority of intellectuals had to
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accommodate the established system or keep silent whether of their
own will or not. And a good many of them positively participated in
pro—Japanese party. However, this is not only because of the external
factor of thought suppression. A good many of intellectuals had been
inclined to make a compromise with imperialist Japan since 1920, and
especially, they had accepted the point of view that Joseon couldn’t
achieve independence for the expansion of Japanese imperialism since
the Manchurian incident.

In this period, the most typical activities of them were to collaborate
and make propaganda for imperialist Japan by the written words. Most
of their written words were about Naeseonilche, Hwangminhwa( &AL,
admiring the war, and collaborating with it. Their logic was that the
people of Joseon had to accomplish Naeseonilche and strive to become
subjectss of the Emperor of Japan. In order to realize those matters,
they had to collaborate with the war positively. In addition, they
emphasized that the aggressive war of imperialist Japan was a holy
war for the peace of Asia.

Colonial discourse that oppress the people of Joseon into totalization
and repeat the logical violence are possible to image identical subject
in Imperialist Japan, make intellectuals of Joseon a new subject. But
that is nothing more than internalization of colonial rule. Colonial
discourse shows that the Japanophile matters of intelligentsia during
colonial period could not access through only the matter of ethic moral,
that matters related to the formation of colonial subjectivity though
their Japanophile behavior is paradoxal term. This thesis, based on
examining over about colonial discourse during the latter Japanese
Imperialism and next try to study the relation of colonial discourse and

Japanophilism.
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