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ABSTRACT

A Study on the ROK Military Strategy in Accordance to the
Augmentation of Japanese Self —Defense Forces : Centered
around the military strategy on the role and expansion on the
range of activity of the Japanese Self—Defense Forces regarding

the reformation on the Japanese National Security law

Suk—Bong, Song

Major in Military Strategy

Dept. National Security and Strategy
Graduate School of National Defense Science

Hansung University

Japan has recently amended the US—Japan Defense Cooperation
Guideline in the Upper House session which enabled a National Security
law reformation called ‘Practicing Collective Self—Defense.” This policy is
essential in augmenting their defense strength and expanding their range
of activity.

After the signing of the 1951 US—Japan Security Treaty, Japan has
pursued a passive stance in relying solely on the US for their national
defense. In the late 1970’s as threat of the USSR escalated, Japan has
reinforced the 1978 Guideline in order to supplement the imperfect
military aspects of the US—Japan Alliance. After the Cold War has ended,
the focus of the US and Japan shifted from security to the economy in
which conflicts arose among them. However efforts in strengthening the

alliance by intellects and political leaders have led to the powerful
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relations among the US—Japan Alliance.

Especially, after the Abe administration the original passive and
restraining  national security stance which was US-—leading
Japan—supporting has changed to an active and aggressive stance which
led to the militaristic augmentation and expansion in the operation range
of the Japanese Self—Defense Forces.

In the Japanese Defense white book and amends in unit organization
and weapon system augmentation mentioned in the 2014 defense plan
principles, the direction as to military augmentation and expansion on
operation range has been stated.

In accordance to such, the Republic of Korea’s military strategy
development direction and response is as follows.

Firstly, the ROK must strengthen future—oriented autonomous defense
capacities. Securing the capacity in preparation for the North Korea
threats and securing responsive capacity against the Japanese Self—Defense
Air Force and Naval Forces must be done. In the aspect of military
resources, one of the components of military strategy, it is realistically
limited to match the military strength of the economy powerhouse,
Japan; thus securing asymmetrical strength against the Japanese Naval
and Air Forces must be done.

Secondly, maintaining the ROK—-US Combined Defense Readiness
through firm future—oriented ROK—US Alliance is important. For the past
60 year, the ROK—US relations have played a crucial role for the security
of the Korean Peninsula and the North East Asian region, and it is
important to prepare for existing threats and counteract upon the
Japanese influence and military power augmentation through mutual
understanding and trust which will gradually improve the alliance.

Thirdly, it is important to minimize regional instability and conflict
through constructing multiparty national security cooperation systems

regarding powerhouses surrounding the Korean Peninsula.
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2015 is the 70" anniversary of the Korean Independence which means it
has been 70 year since the defeat of Japan. In 1945, Japan clarified in
their constitution that they will not own a standing army. However the
military power that Japan currently possess is not the minimum for
national defense. They have up—to—date equipment and weapons systems
which gave them the name ‘Small, but strong military’, and are
augmenting military strength and expanding the range of activity through
continuous defense policy amendment and reforms. Especially in 2015, by
amending the US—Japan Defense Cooperation Guideline in the Upper
House session which enabled a National Security law reformation called
Practicing Collective Self—Defense, the operational range has spread
worldwide and military augmentation for military strength matching these
standards will rapidly take place. In geological, historical and ethnic
aspects, the Korean Peninsula will be subject to heavy influence of the
military augmentation and expansion in activity range by the Japanese
Self—Defense Forces. In response and to develop military strategy to
restrain, the ROK must devise proper measures in responding to potential
threats and maintaining peace and stability around the Korean Peninsula
through strengthening future—oriented autonomous defense capacities,
maintaining combined defense readiness by enlarging ROK—US mutual
understanding and trust and multiparty national security cooperation

systems with the powerhouses surrounding the Korean Peninsula.

[keywords] right to collective self—defense, combined readiness,
multiparty national security cooperation system, 3 components of military

strategy, US—Japan Defense Cooperation Guideline
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