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ABSTRACT

Perception Survey of the Use of Medical Marihuana

— Targeting Cancer—Patients and each of their Protectors —

Ha, Soo—Young

Major in Addiction Counseling and Psychology
Dept. Drug & Alcohol Studies
Graduate School of Public Administration

Hansung University

The use of marijuana arose as a controversial issue in Korean
society after cultural artists posed questions regarding the domestic
marijuana policy in 2004. In Korea, marijuana is categorized as drugs,
thus subjected to strict control and regulation. Social awareness regarding
the use of marijuana arose as many artists started using it. The general
perception towards marijuana was negative due to its influence and
potential ripple effect. Although it is undeniable that understanding of
marijuana and its medical effects is behind international standards, it
would have been difficult to find a middle ground between domestic
policy and citizens’ awareness. Domestic research on marijuana is far
behind compared to other countries where studies on marijuana and its

medical effects are active and thee extracted components from marijuana
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are approved as medicine.

During this research, access to information, research materials and policies
regarding marijuana were limited, calling for a need to establish an
independent institute dedicated to drugs. Currently, domestic narcotic
control conducts investigations by Public Prosecutor’s office, National
Police Agency and Korea Customs Service, and merely follows the
recommendations by UNODC(United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime).
In U.S.A, DEA(Drug Enforcement Administration) deals with drug
investigations and policies. With medical marijuana becoming a social
issue in Korea, independent drugs investigation institute like DEA needs

to be established for a consistent drug investigation system.

Medical marijuana research started from a family with cancer. Use of
medical marijuana was considered as innovative as the other alternative
consisted of taking various medications to control the side effects of
painkillers and cancer treatments. Non—surgical patients suffer from eating
disorders, decline in digestive functions, and loss of muscles due to
medical treatments. This paper wishes to offer words of encouragement

to those cancer patients and their families.

This paper aims to inspect domestic policy on medical marijuana through
surveys on cancer patients and their families, inspect domestic problems
on use of medical marijuana, and seek reasonable solutions through

clinical examples and opinions.

[Keywords] Medical Marihuana, Legalization of Marijuana,

Cannabis(Marihuana), Cancer—Patient, protector
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