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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Realities of Teachers' Understanding of

Safety Education in Early Childhood Education Institutions

Ahn, Hyejin
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Hansung University

This study was intended to investigate teachers' understanding
of safety education in early childhood education institutions and
analyse the degree of its practice according to related
variables(workplace, age, educational level, business background,
the age of children, certificate).

To attain this aim, the questionnaire research was conducted for
teachers in each  early childhood education institution and an
attempt was analyze the data obtained. As a result, the following
conclusion was drawn: First, an analysis of the need and purpose
of safety education showed that childhood was the period of high
risk of safety accident in all the items. Therefore, the respondents
understood that it was important to allow children to acquire the
ability to protect themselves as they required safety education.

Seeing that most of the responding teachers understand the need of
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safety education, it is necessary to develop a diversity of teaching
materials with a focus on the content and method of safety
education.

Second, the respondents understood that what should be
considered in selecting the content of safety education was the
importance of safety in play because of the characteristic that
children learn through play. Seeing that most of the responding
teachers showed dissatisfaction with the relative importance of the
content related to safety accident stipulated in the kindergarten
curriculum, it is necessary to add the more contents of safety
accident corresponding to the demand of teachers when the
kindergarten curriculum is revised.

Third, an attempt was made to analyze the safe education
method in early childhood education institutions. As a result, it was
found that what should be considered in developing safety
education is that parents, teachers and safety education specialists
should frequently provide safety education for children when they
are 3, 4 or 5 years old.

Fourth, an attempt was made to analyze the safety education
in—service teacher training of the early childhood education
institution. As a result, it was found that most of the teachers
expressed the will to participate in in-service teacher training.
They showed the possibility that sexual assault which has recently
become a social problem may extend to child sexual assault.

Among other things, it is more Iimportant to make children
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understand that others should not touch them at will. And it is
requisite to develop and disseminate teaching materials concerning
child sexual assault to enable children to understand the importance
of the life and safety of others.

Fifth, an attempt was made to investigate the degree that the
early childhood education institutions had practically provided
children with safety education. As a result, it was found that the
toddler home had the higher level of practicing safety education
than the kindergarten. Because infants in the toddler home were
younger than those in the kindergarten, it was understood that
teachers provided them with more protection from safety accident.
It is thought that the educational aspect such as the practical use
of the teachers' manual for safety education should be provided for
children as well as this aspect of protection.

This study illustrates that safety education is effective in helping
infants grow safely when parents, teachers, safety education
specialists and local community understand the importance of life
and safety and cooperate so that the early childhood education
institution may provide children with safety education iIn a

sustained, systematic way.
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