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ABSTRACT

Writing Education Plans for Book Reports to
Improve the Writing Abilities of Students from
Multicultural Families in Elementary School

Park, Mi—Na

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

Based on a need for writing education for students from
multicultural families in elementary school, this study set out to propose
an educational plan to improve their writing abilities based on book
reports. Insufficient language abilities are highly likely to cause
underachievement in students from multicultural families. Of the language
abilities, writing was especially problematic among the students, which
has been reported in many different researches. The present study thus
made use of book reports to improve the writing abilities of students
from multicultural families in elementary school and proposed writing
education plans fit for the characteristics of such students.

The investigator first examined writing abilities required in the actual

elementary curriculum and the level of writing abilities that students from
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multicultural families were supposed to reach. The results show that
writing education in elementary school developed around the daily life of
students and that it was addressed importantly to express their opinions,
ideas, and feelings and convey their appreciation of their experiences
including thoughts and emotions in writing effectively. The study thus
looked into the concept and educational significance of book reports and
discussed their educational elements. The study then looked into the
linguistic characteristics of students from multicultural families including
the deficient abilities of writing and expression based on appreciation due
to insufficient inputs to figure out where a focus should be in education.

The study investigated the effects of book reports on the writing
abilities of elementary students from multicultural families before and
during a book report and demonstrated that book reports were helpful
for improving their writing abilities. The book reports written by the
students from multicultural families were analyzed by the content,
composition, and use of language.

The analysis results reveal that they had difficulties with
understanding the given texts and interpreting their topics and
accordingly failed to advance to topic association and appreciation in
terms of content. In terms of composition, they lacked in appropriateness
in paragraph composition and in connections between sentences and
paragraphs. In terms of language use, they found it difficult to use
various vocabulary and grammar expressions and had problems with
their proper uses.

Based on these findings, the study discussed writing education plans
for book reports by the content, composition and use of language. The
plans were devised to sum up the content of given texts and arrange
their important events in terms of content for students with the

insufficient understanding of the texts. In terms of composition, the plans
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were designed to arrange the content to be written based on the PMI
technique. In terms of language use, the plans were developed to use
appreciation vocabulary and grammar expressions. In addition, specific

examples were proposed for their instruction.

[Keywords] Korean education, students from multicultural families in
elementary school, characteristics of multicultural language, improvement
of writing ability, writing education, ability of expressing emotions, book

report, appreciation vocabulary, appreciation grammar expression
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