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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Improvement of Archival Contents Service
for History Education
-Focused on the Archival Contents of

Korea Democracy Foundation Archives-

Cha, Joon-Ho
Major in Archives & Records Management
Dept. of Library and Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

The modern archives develop and provide archival contents utilizing
collected records to obtain more users, and since archival contents for
history education is valuable in application, active service exchange is
made at foreign archives. However, the Korean archival contents
service is at the initial stage, and several archival contents for history
education which was developed by some institutions are not frequently
used. Against this backdrop, the ‘Archival Contents of Korea
Democracy Foundation Archives’ developed by the Korea Democracy
Foundation Archives is the first content developed to be used in high
school history classes in Korea. To this end, this study suggested

improvements in service by surveying whether this content was helpful
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for teachers and students in learning history.

Through the reference studies of reports and web-sites, the service
status of archival contents for history education home and abroad were
analyzed. In order to survey the current usage status and its
applications of ‘Archival Contents of Korea Democracy Foundation
Archives, interviews and surveys were conducted to history teachers
and students respectively.

The following are the issues raised as a result of the surveys
conducted to teachers and students.

First, in terms of its contents, since the content volume was too
large when compared to the curriculum, it was not appropriate for
daily classes, and most teachers were using it for performance
assessment or momentum lessons. In addition, the content was too
hard for a 1st grader in high schools.

Second, in terms of its constitution, "online discussion board of the
contents” and "online memo pad of the contents” were inappropriate for
students, and so did the "learning log” for teachers.

Third, in terms of its public relations, most students did not know
about ‘Archival Contents of Korea Democracy Foundation Archives,
and teachers too pointed out the lack of public relations.

The following are the service improvements to expand the use of
‘Archival Contents of Korea Democracy Foundation Archives.’

First, in terms of improvements in contents, in order to strengthen
collaboration with the curriculum, two-way service through reducing
the volume of contents and creating contents for daily classes is
needed, and lesson plans must be developed to apply to daily classes.
For adjusting the level of difficulty, developing terminology was
suggested.

Second, in terms of improvements in constituents, improvements in
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detail components, developing various lesson plans to expand usage,
and developing questionnaires to give realistic help to students were
suggested.

Third, in terms of strengthening public relations, on-line PR was
suggested for effective communication with students, and on-line
community and regular training were suggest for communication with
teachers. In addition, PR plans were suggested targeted to the school
and school library.

The limitation of this study is that only 20 minutes of research was
given to students who have never used this software, but the
suggested improvements in the conclusion can be applied as a
reference for archives which want to create archival contents for
history education. Also, it can directly give feedback on Korea
Democracy Foundation Archives which provides the ‘Archival Contents

of Korea Democracy Foundation Archives’ service.
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