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ABSTRACT

Study of female workforce expansion and their direction

— Focused on the expanded female

workforces in the Combatants —

Park, Mi Hee

Major in Management for National Defense
Department of Management for National Defense
Graduate School of National Defense Science

Hansung University,

This thesis investigated the recent policy of female workforce
expasion and discussed the plans for the females workforces in the
combat occupation, This is a new phenomenon in the ROK Army.
Females have performed limited missions eventhough the principle of
utilizing female workforce dictates that any qualified female workforces
can be placed to any position and they perform the same missions at
wartime and peacetime,

Based on the current annual selection status in military for the
female officers, total number of selected female officers is 420 including
27 from Korea Military Academy, 16 from Republic of Korea Naval
Academy, 16 from Korea Air Force Academy, 250 from ROTC, 80 from
nursing officer, 13 from professional officers, and 7 from executive

officers.
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In the end of June 2012, there were 7,647 female soldiers including
officers and noncommissioned officers (NCO) accounting for 4.4% of the
entire army. This is a huge increase in the number of female soldiers,
increase by 54% compared to 4,959 female soldiers in the end of 2007.
The female soldiers accounted for only 1.6% of the total in the end of
2007, which has been increased to 4.4% only within the S5years. It has
been expected that the number of female soldiers will be over 10,000 in
the end of 2015. The government plans to increase the number of
females to 10,120(5.3% of the total) by 2015(The goal to expand female
soldier workforces by 2016 is that the female officers will be 5% of the
total number of officers and the female NCO will be 7% of the total
number of NCOs). Additionally, in October 2009, the Department of
Defense modified the original Defense Reform Act stating to achieve the
expansion of female soldier workforces by 2020 because of the social
environment and change in the structure. The modified Defense Reform
Act stated that the total number of female soldiers would be increased
(Army : 1,866 people, Navy : 7,976 people, Air Forc e: 1,728, Total :
11,570), and the goal of the expansion of female soldiers would be
accomplished by 2016, earlier than 2020.

First reason for the increased entry rate of the females is because
the modern wars have been evolved technically and the military missions
have been diversified to public services in disasters and peacekeeping
missions. The policies for females have been established by the women’s
movement so the social consciousness has been expanded among women
in which women can develop themselves and exert their capabilities. This
social consciousness of the females has been a reason for the increased
number.

The female soldiers are still burdensome to the majority of male
soldiers. As the female soldiers are placed new facilities for the female

soldiers are required and the commanders have to be more considerate
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for the female soldiers(which might result in the reduction of fighting
power) The reverse discrimination potentially can increase complaints of
the male soldiers. There is also a stereotype against the female soldiers
which the female soldiers are viewed as physically and psychologically
incapable with field troops and combat MOS mainly due to childbirth
and childcare.

Because of these stereotypes, the ratio of Korean female soldiers is
3%. It is much less than the U.S. 16%, France 13%, UK 8.1%. As the
result, the competition for the females is fierce(2009). Air Force Academy
female Cadet’s for admission rate was the highest ever 51.4-to-1
(23.1-to—1 male cadets) in 2012. 822 people applied for position of 16
people. The military Academy female cadets application decision was
37.8-to-1(24.4-to-1 male cadets) that 1,059 people applied for 28
positions. The Naval Academy was 52.2-to—1(male cadets 24.4-to—1).
Female ROTC was over 7-to—1.

It is a national loss and waste to not take an advantage of
excellent female workforce that is limited by the past administrative
decisions. The plan is simple. Army needs to utillze females at the right
place at the right time, “The competence of the individual will be the
standard the female workforce utilization, not the gender” should be the
fundamental of the future plan. Verified ratings have been applied.
However, our recognition is required for a major shift in the field units.
We should note the fact that the female candidates pick individual battle
drill as the hardest and shooting as the easiest one. There is no research
for the Army’s female soldiers in depth because of the relatively small
number. Restricted data are evaluated as a if it represents every female
soldiers.

Our assignments are to lift restrictions on female soldiers and adjust
the level of female soldiers’ ratio appropriately. Then we must develop

and expand variety positions in the field units for the female.

- 61 -



[(Keywords] expanded female workforces, the total number of female
soldier, the principle of utilizing female soldier, the

expanded female soldier in the Combatants

- 62 -



