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ABSTRACT

A Study of Narratives that Reflect the Reality in Animation:

Focused on the realistic essay of arts by Lukacs

Oh, Young—Min

Major in Animation

Dept. of Media Design

Graduate School of Public Administration

Hansung University

This thesis analyzed animation works based on the realistic essay of art
s by Georg Lukéacs and grasped the principle that forms a homogeneity b
etween works and recipients, before groping for a device of narrative co
mposition that reflects the reality in planning animation works.

As the range and method of this research, first of all, theoretical consid
eration of realism and the accident of advent of photograph in the histor
y of arts were examined to grasp the concept and the essence and to arr
ange the elements of aesthetical reflection principle argued by Georg Luka
cs. Then in terms of structure, the concept of narrative and the type acc
ording to structure were investigated through theoretical review.

Objects of analysis selected according to the characteristics of animation
were 5 works including The Simpsons The Movie' that is very sarcastic, '
Padakpadak’ with a strong uncommercialism, Big Hero 6' with a strong c

ommercialism, 'Our star Ilho and Brindled Ox' with strong comic product
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ion and 'The Fake' with the outstanding realistic expression. Then it was
divided into visual part and narrative part to analyze the contents of com
position. Each work was grasped on which object of reality the drawn el
ements reflect. The common things of 5 works mentioned already were in
vestigated by drawing important elements of reality reflection in planning
narratives.

Realism is based on the central principle of mimesis, the word of repre
sentation and imitation. In ancient philosophy, imitating things as they ar
e have an playing effect on men, giving pleasure of learning. It was consi
dered for the spirit of artists to be combined to the realistic objects and
materials to be embodied as a special object through the assert 'arts are
not mimesis'.

Noticing the argues of ancient philosophers, Georg Lukacs defined that
arts are interacted with the reality constantly through mimesis.

As reality is based on mimesis, it started at early stage while imitating
the reality as it is. However as it came to be influenced by philosophy a
nd epistemology on human conscience, its concept has been expanded to
the direction that arts should show the conscience of the age to move pe
ople. Also with the advent of photograph, representation of things as the
y are had no meaning. The definition became harder that the concept of
imitation in arts is not a simple concept, but the integration with the ide
a of artists to be embodied.

Georg Lukéacs also maintained that in realism, imitation is not just a si
mple copy of an object, but the activity to grasp the essence of the objec
t and reflect it aesthetically. Georg Lukacs classified the principle of aesth
etical reflection into 5 including the wholeness, the speciality, the universa
lity, the symbol and allegory and the catharsis. The reality is reflected on
works aesthetically through such principles that lead indirect reception ex
perience of men, and then awakening effects are aroused in which the re

alistic thought and emotions inherent in works are risen, ascended, deepe
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ned and concentrated to get a homogeneity.

Narrative is a word that is used currently in various areas, but originall
y it was used in literary referring to narration. It is to deliver the exclusi
ve behavior of human being in forms of description or discourse.

Animation is intuitive as it delivers narratives to recipients through the
visual form. The animation work has special contents depending on how
to compose the story and plot though it produces the same theme. There
fore, the narrative is a structure composed artificially of story and plot.
Accordingly it is important to grasp the structure of story and plot to an
alyze the narrative of an animation work.

The narrative has a structure that the main plot and sub—plot is locate
d within the 5 stages of story(beginning, development, crisis, climax and
conclusion) and is divided into 3 basic types like simple, complex and or
ganic plot according to composition.

As for analysis of work, based on 5 elements necessary for aesthetic ref
lection and narrative structure in realism, analysis was carried out on ho
w each of the 5 works mentioned in the method of research is reflected
on narrative with what kind of realistic theme, and in which way it is re
presented according to the content of work.

First of all, The Simpsons The Movie' is characterized by its close relat
ionship to the reality as it awakens recipients intuitively with various soci
al problems including the serious environmental pollution, children abuse
and wrong censorship through its social critical function.

This work represented the accident happening in the town and the beh
avior of the characters unrealistically and sarcastically, reflecting the aesth
etical element of the wholeness by forming the world view original and d
ifferentiated from the reality. The aesthetical element of the specialty migh
t be reflected, as the simple pattern unique to animation and general colo
rs are used to represent different races, but yellow color is used especially

to embody the Westerners. The aesthetical element of the universality was
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grasped, as the appearance of a typical town in the U.S. was at the back
ground and the special problems in reality was represented. The central
matter of the accident bore the shape of something that suggests a bomb
and the behavior of characters represented various social problems symbol
ically. The catharsis is suggested that the accumulated conflicts are reduce
d as the hero was active to save the town from crisis and to ruin the co
rrupted bureaucrats.

Next the 'Padakpadak’ with the noncommercial content is characterized
by representing the appearance of men who live through the dismal realit
y for fish stuck in water tank of a raw fish restaurant in order to awake

n the recipients such philosophical themes as life and death and freedom.

This work reflects the wholeness by representing the class consciousness
and the survival of the fittest with the behavior of fish, living in a small
water tank of a raw fish restaurant, that have human emotion. The speci
alty might be also applied as the characters are described in cartoon-like
rendering and simple shape to give it the difference from the reality. The
universality is also applied as it represents the raw fish restaurants, cars a
nd various settings that are available frequently at domestic seashore, but
it is judged insufficient as it is hard to reflect it to the emotion of foreig
ners. The symbolism is applied in that the fish with the destiny to be abl
e to die anytime in the water tank of a raw fish restaurant symbolizes th
e men on low class. Different catharsis like sacrifice and escape was felt
with the death of hero and the escape of the character named 'old flatfis
h' that was successful.

The Big Hero 6' is characterized by awakening very universal and ethic
al concepts formed through long time as the hero coped with sorrow and
understood and forgave his enemy and loved his friends in bright and ch
eerful production.

The wholeness might be reflected as above work is composed of the w
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orld view in which a real US city and Japanese culture are combined and
the science and technology under progression, and forms unrealistic and n
on—futuristic world view. The speciality different from the reality was gra
sped as the rate, shape and texture of the characters' body were describe
d simply. In case of background, the universality might be applied as the
two different cultures are divided enough to discern though they are unite
d. Unlike other two works, Big Hero 6 forgives the villain in terms of n
arrative and represents the love and friendship of family and friends, so it
is judged to symbolize love in a wider category. Accordingly, it might be
said to have a low intuition and the catharsis was felt at the scene that t
he hero punishes the villain coping with the pain and at the production t
hat the escape was successful from the escape of dimension. 'Our star 1
ho and Brindled Ox' is characterized by the story of domestic people alie
nated who live in the same age and the worry of youngsters in comic an
d fantastic way.

The wholeness is reflected in this work with the fantastic expression dif
ferent from the reality as characters use magic arts and people transfigure
into animals. The speciality is also confirmed with the background descri
bed pictorially and characters represented in a simple shape and rate. Vis
ually in specific places like the Namsan Tower, the Hangang Riverside Pa
rk and the statue of general Lee Sun—Sin in Gwanghwamun and narrativ
es, the universality is grasped as it treats such themes as the alienated pe
ople of minority and the future of the youth who are troubled with empl
oyment, the hot issues domestically today. The character '‘Sogakja' is a m
onster robot the anxiety of modern people create and his behavior might
symbolize the violence against the weak. Northern forest' might symbolize
the ideal utopia in which all the people live without anxiety. Finally the
catharsis was felt when the hero destroys the ‘Sogakja’ and make love wi
th ‘Our Star Iho'.

Lastly, 'The Fake' is a work that awakens recipients by showing the ¢
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onsciousness against a deteriorated religion that becomes an issue in realit
y and the psychology of those who believe in that religion with the realis
tic and exaggerated description to the accident and the behavior of chara
cters.

This work shows the wholeness by forming a worldview different from
the reality through the behavior, psychology and accident of characters ex
aggerated from the reality, and confirms the specialty in outstanding the
characteristics of characters while simplifying the remainders. It also forms
the universality in showing the landscape of the typical local cities and ru
ral areas and treating the theme of religion, the hub of accident in narrat
ive part. A philosophical concept is symbolized as the hero Mincheol' is
set as Evil Good' and the pastor 'Seong Cheol-Woo' as 'Good Evil. The
catharsis was felt in the death of 'Choi Gyeong-seok' who swindled poor
people and in the death of “Yeongseon’ who held back the frantic behavi
or of '‘Seong Cheol-Woo' and solved the accident.

Analysis showed that the elements of aesthetic principles of reflection ar
gued by Lucacs appeared in visual side and narrative part from works th
at have different characteristics. It is characterized by the close relationshi
p with the universality in all of the elements. The most important of the
5 elements that compose the narrative of a narrative work might be said
the wholeness, the speciality and the universality.

It is because that in case of the symbol and allegory, the conceptualize
d symbol is not more directional in delivering it to recipients than to em
bodied objects and it is recognizable when the event is the more or less
progressed or gets closer to the end, so its importance is rather less than
other elements in composing the narrative.

The case of catharsis has also the same reason as the symbol and alleg
ory as it is the resulting side of the work. Most of all, the result of anal
ysis showed that the three elements mentioned as the wholeness, the speci

ality and the universality are more important since the common thing wa
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s found in the three elements.

As for the common thing, in case of the wholeness, the 5 works forme
d the worldview only animation can express with the unrealistic expressio
n and production, and in case of the specialty, the rate of characters and
the expression of simple color or texture. Lastly, the universality delivers
the place, things or universal concepts that associate the reality to recipie
nts.

During analysis, it was found out that narrative part also had a comm
on thing that it delivers ethical concepts to recipients and the contents ar
e light or heavy according to the nature or theme of works.

In this sense, animation work is not just a means to deliver pleasure to
recipients, but a video content to help recipients to be able to experience
indirectly various information. Therefore important in reflecting the reality
is to form the homogeneity bewteen the world realized in the work and t
he recipients who watch it, and the 5 elements of aesthetical reflection to
the reality argued by Lucacs are the main elements that realize them in v
isual sides or in narrative parts.

Therefore, based on this study, a device of using aesthetical reflection el
ements to compose narrative at the planning stage of an animation work
production is discussed. First of all, it is to use actively the themes of ma
in plot and the sub—plot that compose the narrative and have been form
ed for long time historically just like the kinds of plot we already investi
gated and the themes related to ethics and appearing in common in the
5 works so that we can form the universality by preparing the frame of
basic narrative. As for formation of the universality in visual terms, it sh
ould be described for recipients to recognize easily just like the 'Big Hero
6 we analyzed that highlighted something characteristic though the differe
nt cultures of two countries combined.

As for the device to realize the worldview of the work, we should mak

e a worldview unique to animation by describing differently from the real
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ity with the unrealistic or exaggerated expression as grasped in the result
of analysis. We should lead and sustain the immersion of recipients by co
mposing the causality and rising the sense of reality like the content of t
he wholeness known through theoretical consideration of the realism of L
ucacs.

As a method of embodiment to design characters, the selected realistic
objects should be grasped objectively. It then should be combined to the
direction of what to make, simplified in the form the popular recipients
would not resist and composed to fit for the nature of the work in order
to reflect the specialty unique to animation. Concerning contents, all the
5 works described the shape or color of characters in common, but the r
ate is different according to the nature of works.

The symbol and allegory is formed in a similar process to the specialty,
but it affects the narrative. Therefore, it is judged useful in immersing in
works to represent suggestively like the case of pig waste basket in “The
Simpsons The Movie’ so that recipients can easily grasp.

In conclusion, if the 4 elements mentioned before is maintained stably d
uring the story under way, it is expected that the narrative delivered visu
ally delivers to recipients naturally, raising the degree of immersion due t
o the indirect experience, solves the accident and brings the satisfying cat

harsis.

[Key Words] : Realism, Mimesis, Homogeneity, Reality, Aesthetical Ref

lection, Indirect Experience, Narrative

- 130 -



