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FY=AT 26 2 2 54(6.3)
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ABSTRACT

A Study to Improve the Operation of Reading Culture
Programs for Elementary School Students in Public Libraries

in Suwon City

Kiy, In Young
Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science

The Graduate School

Hansung University

With the cultural and educational functions of public libraries
becoming revitalized according to social changes, there has been a
development of reading cultural programs using various forms of media.
The number of children's reading culture programs in particular have
increased, and public libraries now find the need to develop and provide
reading culture programs that diverge from the education methods in
elementary schools as well as programs that suit the characteristics
of the region. So far, studies on library programs for elementary
school students there has been no comprehensive study on both
reading programs and culture programs.

This study researched the operating conditions of reading culture

programs for elementary school students in public libraries in Suwon City
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for the past five years, from January 2009 to March 2013, and presented
the programs’ drawbacks and improvement plans drawn from surveys on
user satisfaction.

The results of the study are as following. First, the public
libraries in Suwon City had 848 reading culture programs for
elementary school students in the past five years. An annual study of
the reading programs revealed that the number of programs increased
each year. The majority of reading programs for elementary school
students were about reading classrooms and reading guidance, while
the topics of culture programs included arts and crafts, science and
history themes.

Secondly, each library had an auditorium or a classroom for the
elementary school reading culture program. Librarians in charge were
generally positive about the running of the program, while promotions
for the programs were done through library promotional materials and
the internet. Most of the managers thought the most difficult part of
running the programs were developing new programs and finding
instructors.

Thirdly, surveys on wuser satisfaction targeting participants of
elementary school students' reading culture programs showed that the
satisfaction on instructors was the highest while the lowest level of
satisfaction was on the number of participating students. When it
came to library facilities, the cleanliness of the classrooms and the
convenience of facilities had the highest levels of satisfaction, while
the optimum temperature of the building as decided by the
government had the lowest rating. The majority of students had never
participated in the regional specialization programs, but they positively

responded to participating and also showed the highest interest in
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Suwon's history.

Based on the results of the analyses, I have identified the
drawbacks, and provided solutions for reading culture programs
designed for elementary school students in Suwon City's public
libraries.

First, the managers of the programs should provide programs
that are suited to the library's qualities, and form a consultative group
with other managers of reading culture programs in Suwon's public
libraries.

Second, the programs should be promoted using various media.

Third, they need to form a human resource pool to hire
professional instructors.

Fourth, librarians should benchmark libraries operating the
reading culture programs with volunteers, and run education programs
for potential volunteers.

Fifth, public libraries should provide large scale facilities for
reading culture programs.

Sixth, reading programs should diversify their names or themes,
and develop them in order to draw in more students.

Seventh, reading culture programs should adjust and accept the
number of participants according to the content of the program or the
method of procedure.

Eighth, elementary school students' reading culture programs should
be more flexible about the optimum room temperature.

Ninth, libraries should become affiliated with culture and arts
institutions and folk culture and arts organizations in order to develop

classes on folk culture.
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