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ABSTRACT

A Study on Emotional Expression through
Image of a Hand
— Focoused on own works —

Lee, Soo—im

Major in Oriental Painting and
True Colored Painting

Dept. of painting

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This paper is a theory of work studying the motivation, the purpose
and the historical symbols of works of the writer from 2014 to 2018.
My works started from the study on hands in everyday life.

Art works in modern society deal with many social issues. Among the
works representing these social issues, there are many works using human
body as the subject of the works. Among them, I concentrated on hands,
a part of the human body.

Kant, a philosopher, said, "The hand is another brain revealed to the
outside.” The hand plays many important roles in the human body such
as feeling sensations and communicating with others. It is actually as

important as brain. The hand also speaks a lot of things. It shows the
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history, personality, occupation of the person.

[ first studied the role, meaning, and symbolism of the hand. The
human hand has excellent sensation and can read the rugged Braille book
through the fingertips. The fingerprint on the palm increases the friction
force allowing it to catch an object without slipping. It is also possible to
communicate with others by hand gestures. Sign language using hands is
also a means of communication for people with hearing impairments.

Furthermore, [ studied the symbol of hand in Oriental painting and
Western painting. ‘Hand Symbol [Suin]’ is a Buddhist method of
expressing the virtues of Bodhisattva in Buddhism with various shapes
using hands and fingers. As such, Suin is very meaningful in Buddhist
iconography by defining the nature and contents of Buddhist stature or
Buddhist painting and expressing faith and the meaning of worship.

There are several masterpieces that show the pride of the artist and
the world of their works taking the hand as the subject of the painting.
In the portraits of Michelangelo and Duerer, hands are highlighted as
much as faces. They wanted to show their pride and self—esteem through
their hands, as they are artists using hands.

We can find many hands in contemporary paintings, too. The hand of
Georgia O'Keeffe, taken by Alfred Stieglitz, looks beautiful just like a new
sculpture. The prayer’'s hands of Mother Teresa, taken by Mary Ellen
Mark, show that the symbol of hands in Christianity has strong power.
In modern paintings, there are a lot of new works that have not
accepted before by accepting the human body positively.

[ started painting my works by capturing the hands with paints in my
daily life and 1 tried to express my emotions with the hands in my
recent works. They can be either hands longing for freedom or hands to
reach for something to achieve it. They can be also hands craving love.

Up to the contemporary society, the theme of hand in paintings has
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different symbolism in East and West. It is expected that this study
allows thinking of the meaning of hands in my works and making a
positive ground for future works by reviewing the feelings and meanings
of the hands in my works as well as the feelings and symbols of the

hands in the oriental paintings and the Western paintings.

[Keywords] Hand, Emotion, Symbol, Meaning, Role
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