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[ABSTRACT]

An Analytical Study on the Topology of
Seoul Metropolitan Area and Its Palaces Location Based
on the Feng-Shui Theory
- Centering on Gyongbokgung, Changdeokgung Palaces, Jongmyo
Royal Ancestral Shrine —

Seo, Moon Jong

Major in Development & Management
of Real Estate

Graduate School of Real Estate
Hansung University

Lee Sung-gye, progenitor of Joseon dynasty, relied on Feng-shui
thought and theory when he decided on the capital of his dynasty and the
geographical conditions of his palaces. So, we need to know about the
Feng-shui thought and theory if we want to know about our authentic
cultural background. Thus, this study was aimed at reviewing the
geographic conditions for such palaces of historical and cultural values as
Gyongbokung Palace, Changdeokung Palace and Jongmyo Royal Ancestral
Shrine in terms of Feng-shur theory, topological analysis, background of
their construction and their cultural values.

The Feng-shui theory was reviewed in terms of its concept, thoughts
and detailed theories. In this regard, Feng-shui theory was divided into
animism thought, God’s Trinity and Five Kings thought, Yin-yang and
Five Elements thought and Chr theory. The Feng-shui theory system
consists of four elements: mountain vein, energy flow, sand and water.

In order to examine the four elements, six Feng-shui laws were
reviewed specifically: mountain vein, wind-break, water supply, energy
flow, orientation and overall shape.

In order to analyze the topology of Seoul, Sindo-up of Gyeryong
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mountain, Muak mountain and Seoul were comparatively analyzed in
terms of Feng-shui theory. Among them, Lee Sung-gye decided on Seoul
because its many advantages and thereby, moved the capital from
Kaesung to Seoul. In this regard, the topology of Seoul was reviewed
centering around Four Divinities and Cheonggye stream in terms of
Feng-shui theory.

Four divinities are Mt. Bukak symbolizing northern Turtle-Serpent, Mt.
Nak or left Blue Dragon, Mt. Inwang or right White Tiger and Mt. Nam
or southern Red Phoenix. And Cheonggye stream was regarded as a
propitious river for Seoul

In particular, Cheonggye stream flows from West to East to join Han
River. In this course, the left-turning mountain chain opposes the
right-turning stream only to make Seoul look propitious. Seoul is a basin
surrounded by mountains including Mt. Bukhan and numerous hills, and
since it is harbored by four divinities, it could be protected by the natural
fortress formed with the summits of the four divinities. In short, Seoul
had such Feng-shui conditions for a propitious capital as ring of
mountains and rivers, opposing forces of mountains and rivers and
linkage by mouth of river.

Seoul was centered in the nation, having a convenient river and road
traffic and rich supplies. It was a logistic center, being armed with the
natural military fortresses and human geographical advantages.

The topology of Seoul can be summed up as follows;

First, it i1s the center of the nation.

Second, it 1s a propitious place in terms of Feng-shui theory.

Third, it has long been the center of Korea.

This study may well be significant in that it analyzed the geographical
advantages of Gyongbokung Palace, Changdeokung Palace and Jongmyo
Royal Ancestral Shrine in terms of Feng-shur thought and theory and
thereby, reviewed the possibility of Feng-shui theory to our modern
development of real estates.

In short, Gyongbokung Palace, Changdeokung Palace and Jongmyo
Royal Ancestral Shrine are located at precipitous points in Seoul in terms
of Feng-shui theory. In particular, the major buildings of these palaces
were deployed at "energy-flowing” points, cores of the precipitous places,
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while other annexes were arranged according to Feng-shui theory.

Changdeokung Palace and Jongmyo Royal Ancestral Shrine are
recognized as unique and creative cultural heritages not only by the
Korean people but also by the world, and thus, they have been designated
as UNESCO world cultural assets to be preserved eternally. In other
words, these two historical buildings are not only our cultural assets but
also world cultural assets. Hence, we should be aware of their values to
preserve and publicize them to the world and hand over them to our
offsprings. In addition, we are obliged to research into and develop the
Feng-shui thoughts and theory used by our ancestors.
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