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ABSTRACT

The Influence of Social Support on the Korean
Language Ability of School-age Learners
of Multicultural Background
— Focusing on 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th graders at elementary

school —

Lee, Ju—Hyun
Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to identify the correlation between
Korean language ability and social support perceived by school-age
learners of multicultural backgrounds. School—age learners of multicultural
backgrounds experience difficulties in adapting to the curriculum due to
the lack of Korean language ability. This is because the language used in
daily communication for which the learners have no significant difficulty
differs from the language used in academic situations.

In addition, existing studies related to the perceived social support of
school—age children confirmed that social support has a positive effect on

various aspects of school—age children, such as school adaptation and
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academic achievement. Accordingly, in this study, it has been considered
that there is a correlation between Korean language ability and social
support perceived by school-age learners of multicultural backgrounds.
Thus, in order to confirm the correlation, quantitative and qualitative
research has been conducted in parallel in this study.

First, the 'Social Support Scale' and Korean Language Ability Scale'
are revised and developed based on existing studies in order to collect
data on social support perceived by learners of multicultural backgrounds
and their Korean language ability.

For data collection, surveys were conducted at two elementary schools
in Seoul and Chungnam regions, targeting learners of multicultural
backgrounds in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6, and a total of 27 questionnaires
were selected for the analysis. Collected data were analyzed by using the
SPSS 25 program to conduct correlation analysis, frequency analysis, and
reliability analysis. Moreover, face—to—face interviews were conducted
with four students among the participants of the survey in order to find
the cause of the results of quantitative research that fell out of common
norms or that were found not to be significant. The conclusions obtained
from this study are as follows.

First, a relatively high degree of correlation exists between social
support perceived by learners of multicultural backgrounds and their
Korean language ability.

Second, the degree of influence on Korean language ability varies
according to the sources of social support perceived by learners of
multicultural backgrounds.

Third, the degree of influence on Korean language ability differs
depending on the types of social support perceived by learners of
multicultural backgrounds.

Fourth, social support perceived by learners of multicultural
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backgrounds has a different degree of influence on daily Korean language
ability and Korean language ability for education.

The above results confirm that a significant correlation exists between
Korean language ability and social support perceived by school-age
learners of multicultural backgrounds. The implication of the results is
that when learners are fully aware of social support, the awareness can
provide a positive effect and help on their Korean language ability.
Accordingly, a higher level of effectiveness of Korean language learning
can be expected when direct Korean language education is accompanied
by supportive activities that can be perceived and felt by learners of

multicultural backgrounds.

[(Keywords]  Korean language education. school-age learner of
multicultural backgrounds, daily Korean language ability, educational

Korean language ability, social support
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