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ABSTRACT

A study on the shape of arrow type mark in the sign design

Park, Bo Young
Major in Visual Communication Design
Dept. of Media design

Graduate School, Hansung University

An arrow is an effective communication means to have the function to
indicate a direction. It is a functional, visual language having functions not only
to indicate a direction in real environment in which people are living, but also to
indicate a flow and a direction in the abstract concept. Additionally, it has been
utilized and expressed for instruction, concentration, emphasis, attention, etc, for
long time in the history of communication, sometime it may deliver an abstract
or emotional concept through a symbolic meaning in accordance with the
expression technique. And a systemic research is necessary for an arrow to
utilize it as a faithful guideline or an instructor in the information system being

complicated due to digital media

First, an arrow has to be an effective communication method to help the flow
of people’s recognition as the role to indicate a direction in the visual
communication design. Second, it can be a subject to properly reveal a symbolic
meaning being inherent in person. But its shape is not well defined yet and has

been used indiscreetly. One of important reasons for this situations is that its
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definition is obscure and the concept is not clear though it is being utilized in
the various fields. Thus it is necessary to seek after the most optimized shape
preferred by people, which have been utilized unconsciously without a correct
standard. This paper researched and analyzed the various shapes of arrow, and
attempted to find the most optimized shape of arrow suitable as the sign for
indicating a direction and an instruction in the contemporary society. Additionally,
this paper tried to seek after the important recognition element of arrow shape
to be recognized through the most optimized arrow. The definition of arrow
based on this recognition can be a basic data for people to establish user
-centered environment when people utilize an arrow shape.

it is frequently used as a standard to indicate a direction or to order in the
field of design and normal sign. Though it is being used variously and widely,
but the basic shape is not defined yet and is being utilized or designed by
people’s arbitrary judgement. As the world is advancing to global erathest
through the up-to-date media such as internet, English is being used as
international language, but the shape of arrow which has many usages to
express Instruction, direction, emphasis, etc, it is being utilized without fixed
regulation. This paper surveyed and analyzed the various types of arrow and
was proceed for the purpose of finding the most optimized shape of arrow as a
sign for direction and instruction.

The definition of arrow based on this recognition can be a basic data for people
to establish user -centered environment in the people’s use of an arrow shape.
This paper performed discrimination test out of 18 shapes of arrow which can
satisfy basic conditions as a shape of arrow. The candidate for this test were
decided to the university students majoring design in their 20s. As the result of
test, the most preferred shape was B type with sharp edge, deeply intruded wing
part toward inside and the pillar with normal thickness. Except for the top
ranked designs, the male students’s preference was diversified. And both male

and female students preferred B type because of its excellent functional role. and
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the thickness of pillar in an arrow was the most important factor to influence
greatly out of all factors including functionality and preference, the next was the

type of arrow.
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