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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Influencing Factors
for the Development of
the Part—Time Reserve Forces System

Lee, Jung Hee

Major in Policy Science

Dept. of Public Administration
The Graduate School

Hansung University

Due to the decrease in military service resources, the recruitment
rate is gradually decreasing compared to the need for active—duty
soldiers, and the preparation of combat power for national defense is
emerging as a major concern. In addition, articles often appear in the
media that senior—army also shows an intention to participate in national
defense. Various solutions have been proposed to solve this problem, but
an essential solution has not been found.

This study aims to derive the influencing factors for the development
of the ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces system’, which is currently
partially implemented in military, and to develop the factors to resolve
insufficient military service resources. For reference, the system
currently operated by the military is the ‘part—time reserve forces

system’, but the system covered in this study is made up of ‘recruitment’
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rather than ‘conscription’, so a separate term ‘part—time(recruitment)
reserve forces system’ was used in part.

For this study, three key experts among the experts related to the
‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’ analyzed the adequacy of each
item and factor, and created a Delphi survey consisting of 7 items and
33 factors in total. After that, the Delphi survey was conducted three
times with 21 experts in three fields: the policy planning department, the
policy implementation department, and professional researchers.

The results of this study are as follows. As a result of the Delphi
survey, 7 items and 29 factors were derived for the development of
‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’. In terms of the importance of
the factors to develop the ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’, ‘legal
status guarantee’ of the ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’ was
identified as the most important with an average of 7.00, ‘payment of
compensation costs at the appropriate level’ was the second most
important factor with an average of 6.80, and ‘operation of equipment and
materials identical to the active—duty soldiers’ was identified as the third
most important factor with an average of 6.61. As the fourth most
important factor, ‘application of the same welfare benefits as active—duty
soldiers’ was confirmed at an average of 6.52, and the fifth most
important factor, ‘including retirees in recruitment targets’ was confirmed
with an average of 6.42. This result indicates that the importance of ‘the
legal status of part—time(recruitment) reserves forces with guaranteed
identity, payment of a reasonable budget, and sufficient compensation for
welfare benefits’ should be considered relatively much for the
development of the part—time(recruitment) reserve forces.

Based on the analysis results of the Delphi survey, the direction for the
‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces system’ to be developed in the

future is as follows.
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First, it is necessary to shift from the policy direction of focusing on
recruiting new active—duty soldiers as much as the insufficient
active—duty military service resources to prepare for the already
expected ‘shortage of active—duty military service resources’, and to
reflect the lack in the recruitment of the ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve
forces’.

Second, the use of ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’ should be
expanded to be used where necessary in addition to the positions
organized during wartime and peacetime in each military, away from being
limited only to the current wartime positions, to improve military combat
power without increasing organization.

Third, if the scope of the reserve forces’ mobilization is expanded to
the age of 60 and, if necessary, to the age of 65 not only in wartime but
also in peacetime, there can be many options nationally in the event of
a crisis.

Fourth, the status of ‘part—time(recruitment) reserve forces’ should be
clearly created as in the case of the United States by additionally
including only volunteer part—time(recruitment) reserve forces to the
Armed Forces, not all of the 2.7 million reserve forces.

Finally, the proposal is to expand from the current reserve forces
system, which divides short—term part—time reserve forces within 30
days and long—term part—time reserve forces within 180 days exceeding
30 days, to the reserve forces system as in the United States that divides
part—time(recruitment) reserve forces within 180 days and
full—time(recruitment) reserve forces that work year—round for more
than 180 days as active—duty soldiers.

Through this, if the conditions for excellent reserve forces who have
been trained in the military and discharged from the military to re—serve

in the military are expanded at a time when the selection of beginner
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executives 1s not done well and the leave of junior executives 1is
increasing, it will be an opportunity to solve the problem of insufficient
military service resources and to utilize the complementary use of

active—duty soldiers and reserve forces in the long run.

[Key word] part—time(recruitment) reserve forces, military service

resources, influencing factors, Delphi survey
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