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ABSTRACT

A Study on the countermeasures
to North Korea's Threats of Nuclear and Missile

Park, Hoon—Hee

Major in Military Strategy

Dept. National Security and Strategy
Graduate School of National Defense Science

Hansung University

For North Korea, nuclear missile have been means to maintain regime
and system ; tools of internal rule, and a trump card to threaten the Korean
Peninsula and international society to get what it wants.

North Korea has staked its life on developing nuclear missiles and has
recently made progress. In fact, it has reached the status of a nuclear armed
nation and the level of missile development, has made significant growth.
With its 50kt power, multiple ranges in regards to strategic targets,
unpredictability with the implementation of advanced technology(Solid fuel,
SLBM, Mobile launched), North Korea's nuclear arms technology has
reached greater heights. In addition, researchers predict that north Korea is
close to completing the minimization of nuclear arms. Now, if only a
nuclear warhead is mounted on a missile, the 'absolute weapon' is complete.

On the other hand, South Korea lacks military countermeasures against
the threat posed by North Korea's nuclear missiles. They are responding to
North Korea's nuclear threat by resorting to diplomatic methods such as

restarting the six—party talks and responding to international sanctions



against North Korea. Military countermeasures are urgently needed because
the North Korean missile threatens to be seen as a harsh threat. Based on
the perception that North Korea poses a deadly threat to the security of the
nation's nuclear weapons, this researcher hopes to provide a military
response based on deterrence strategies.

Recently, there has been debates on the probability of North Korea
actually using nuclear missiles. Regardless, South Korea has the need to
prepare on the issue more actively. North Korea has a nuclear missile in
close to final stages. and North Korea is a military enemy of South Korea.
Therefore even if North Korea is extremely unlikely to use its nuclear
weapons, South Korea should prepare for the North's nuclear weapons.

There is a need to understand the relations of the 4 big powers involved
in North Korea's nuclear threats. As buffer zone drivers, China and Russia
requires the continued existence of North Korea in order to rival against US
and Japan's naval power, therefore showing a rather positive reaction on
North Korea's nuclear threats. On the other hand, US and Japan turned to
a more active and aggressive standpoint in response to the growth of North
Korea's nuclear threats.

In order to guarantee that South Korea's nuclear arms never reach the
South Korea's territory, South Korea must construct a powerful deterrence
strategy, something that South Korea cannot manage alone currently,
Therefore, better solutions suggested are to utilize the military resources
from South Korea's ally, US, and/or construct South Korea's own military
force that can last long—term.

First solution utilizes the deterrence action of the Korean—American
Alliances. This method guarantees the practicality of deterrence toward
North Korea's threats as it implements ideas such as, but not limited to ; @
Deployment of US arms(B-2, B-52, F-22, nuclear submarines, aircraft
carriers) on the Korean Peninsula, @ Effective use of THAAD, ®
Re—implementation of US tactical nuclear, @ Strengthening ROK-US joint



military exercise.

Second solution brings the implementations such as, but not limited to ; @
Kill-Chain, @ KAMD, ® KMPR, ® Standalone Preemptive strike strategy,
® Self-Development of nuclear weapon. These actions are methods that
could increase the resistance against North Korea threats that South Korea
can instill along.

Contrary to past diplomatic solutions to North Korea's threats, this
research puts purpose on practical solutions fitting to current time.
Specifically, in order to guarantee the requirements and time to build up
South Korea's countermeasure powers, Utilizing the Korean—American
Alliance's power and resources and developing South Korea's standalone

countermeasures from a long—term view must be focused on.
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