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ABSTRACT

A Study on North Korea Army’s Urban Area Assault
Operation: Focused on 4™ Generation Warfare Utilization

Kwan—Woo, Kim

Major in Military Strategy

Dept. of National Security and Strategy
Graduate School of National Defense Science

Hansung University

The greatest objective lies in firstly studying Generation Warfare &
Urban Area Operation theories that are currently gaining interest.
Secondly, analyzing the possibility of 4™ Generation warfare utilization
and wartime performance spectrum based on North Korea Army’s
varied strategy & tactic to provide a spectrum for North Korea Army’s
Urban area operation considering Korea peninsula Operation Environment
and change in North Korea strategy.

Various research materials have foreseen that it will be difficult for
North Korea to conduct warfare relying upon conventional weapons due
to the recent changes in strategy and tactics, ane will try to conclude the
war through political negotiation through limited war. In relation, limited
warfare that North Korea is aiming will be conducted in the form of
short—time and combined warfare to conquer major urban areas,

considering three aspects; firstly changes in the North Korea military will



be conducted in the form of short—time and combined warfare to
conquer major urban areas, considering three aspects; firstly changes in
North Korean military warfare, Secondly, changes in operation
environment such as urbanization in the Korea peninsula and lastly the
importance of urban area operation in modern warfare.

Until now, wartime simulation in Korea peninsula has judged the North
Korean Army to bypass urban area due to their adherence in short—time
warfare. However, now it seems more realistic to judge that warfare will
continue in the aspect of limited warfare in order to conquer strategies.
Taking into account of the changing warfare throughout the globe, the
biggest focus lies in 4™ Generation Warfare & Urban Area Operation.
We have judged there will be changes in aspects of Army Operation
when North Korea operates urban area operation bassed on their changes
to 4™ Generation strategy. In order to conquer strategical cities. North
Korea will choose to set the environment that enables them to
accomplish political & psychological paralysis in the urban area instead
of deep infiltration by utilizing urban area turning movement by armored
and mechanized division. Especially light armored infantry division that
have been established to ensuer deep infiltration for armored and
mechanized divisions are judged to have the capacity of acting out the
role of light armored infantry in urban area operation.

In this paper in our efforts to utilize 4™ Generation Warfare we have
tried to specify North Korean army’s operation spectrum based on special
operation divisions and light infantry divisions. However, there has been
a lot of limitation on intelligence on special operation divisions and there
have also been restrictions on specifying light infantry division’ mission
and role in urban area operation due to limited intelligence in light
infantry division exercises. However, it is strongly believed that there

needs to be continuous development and research through inferences by



change in tactics and strategy, recent enemy and Kim—Jeong—Eun status,

even 1f there 1s limited intelligence on North Korean Army.

[Key—Word] Urban Area Operation, Wartime Performance, 4™ Generation

Warfare, North Korean Army, Light Infantry Divisions
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