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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Design Concept Expression by Lighting in
the Lobby of the Boutique Hotel

— Focused on the the expressive form of light that
forms in space. —

Kim, Ji—Won
Major in Interior Design
Dept. of Interior Design

The Graduate School

Hansung University

Recently, due to changes in the perception of hotels and the
development of mobile applications related to hotel services, customers’
standards have become higher than in the past. In order to satisfy
various customers' needs, it has become crucial to stand out in the
market through strategic marketing, which led to an increase in the
number of boutique hotels which emphasizes qualitative experience for
the visitors. The attributes of boutique hotels are based on offering of a

unique design experience. For that reason, it is essential for boutique

- 121 -



hotels to deliver a concept of a space in a concise manner more so than
existing hotels.

The lobby is the most important space in the sense that it reveals the
hotel’s overall design concept. As a space that greets customers at a first
encounter, it serves as more than a mere reception area as it provides
visual perception at first glance while implementing its comprehensive
concept in an implicit, yet forwarding manner.

One of principles that consist boutique hotel design that controls
overall ambiance and thus has a psychological effect that maximizes
qualitative satisfaction of the wvisitors is the presentation of lights.
Rendering of lights in the lobby contributes to the visual concept of the
hotel while also being a crucial factor in which influences consumer
satisfaction.

Therefore, an effective use of light is considered an important facet of
a hotel that strengthens its competitiveness. To further explore the
relationship between boutique hotels and their lobbies, this study
contemplates on the importance of lights in the lobby through theoretical
considerations. As a way to classify light systems, how the light forms
and how they are installed have been observed. The temperature of the
lights, which has psychological effect, has also been studied.

Lights are chosen based on spatial design, The form of representation
of light expressed in space by various methods is different. Such types
can be classified as representational forms of light through precedent
research, can be sorted into four classes as the following: lights that
illuminates a space, lights that emphasize the forms, lights that accentuate
meaning and moving lights.

This study looks at three domestic boutique hotels that have been
built in the last four years and how their public space utilizes light

production and their expression. To present a form of expressive lights,
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this study identifies an average number of expressive form of lights and
defines a tendency to represent design concepts of hotel which gives a
new experience to customers by the light environment of lobby space of
boutique hotel. Moreover, based on the color temperature, this study
identifies an effect of expression by generally analyzing its planned color
in the entire space.

The number of frequency of use of lights are 35, 33 and 15, and
since there is a pattern in which similar arrangement of lights were used
to create a light system, the number of lights do not seem to have an
effect on the frequency of the Expressive Form of Light. What shows a
distinctive difference is a variety of combination of expressive form of
lights. In case of places that show the least expressive form of lights, it is
observed that they create a unified composition of light environment to
get a degree of lights. It is difficult to define that the expressive form of
lights are combined together by its each characters. When looking at the
overall use of lights in spaces, the most frequently used lights were the
lights that serve to define a space. This specific use in place is to visually
identify areas of different functions in the boutique lobby which combines
multiple spaces. In another case of form of lights doesn’t show a
difference of frequency of use, this is because depending on concepts of
space and way or expressive forms, the way of expressed lights are
different. Therefore, it needs to be considered that a way of lights in
space are accompanied in diverse ways to express identification of space
through offering a new design experience.

For the transmission of design concepts through lighting, non—uniform
combinations of light distribution and installation methods are considered
to be more important than the number of lighting methods themselves.
And it i1s also important to form a close relationship between the design

elements used in the space and the form of light representation in order
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to express the concept of space with these combinations of meaningful
configurations. When the elements of diverse lights are expressed in a
space, 1t offers a new experience of lights on the visitors as well as a

refreshing perceptual experience.
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