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(23) Korean numbers are often used in conjunction with ‘Counters’ which are
also called ‘Classifiers’. ‘Counters’ are words that are used to count

people, animals, and different types of objects.
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bunch Chaymo a bunch of bananas

a bunch of flowers
a head of cabbage

head & a head of lettuce
i " a paiF of glasses

a pair of socks
i 27 a slice of bread

a slice of cheese

(B 14HoflH = & %ol FololA BA] B¢ ‘a-(FIE Uetil= BAD-of-F4
HAF FEE AMESH a7 2RS4 Uk dofolld B9IE YEllE AE A
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ABSTRACT

A study on the Education for Counter words for Foreign
Learners of Korean Language

— Based on Beginner Learners from Chinese, Mongolian and

English Speaking Countries —

Bohee Yang
Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School, Hansung University

This study is intended to seek for an efficient plan of education of counter
words for foreign learners. There is a difference in the concept and recognition of
measurement in every language and is so in the expression of quantity. For
example, in English, people recognize 'glasses’ as a concept of pair. However, in
Korean, they are recognized as one item in the unit of ‘each.’ As for the expression
of quantity, people represent a student in English, while they say it in four ways;
'one student’, 'one person who is student, 'a student' and ‘one of the students’ in
Korean.

Especially, when expressing the number in Korean, 'counter words' has widely
been developed. There are about 300 ‘counter word' and are various types of them.
For example, when expressing the number, if the nouns described are the people
(object nouns), they use each/person/persons. In case of an animal, flower, and

tree, they use 'mari, 'songi, and 'geuru, respectively, as a unique Korean
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measurement unit. However, there are limitations in selecting the use of counter
words depending on the nouns described (object nouns). For example, they cannot
use ‘mari as a measurement unit for people, or ‘person’ for flower. Furthermore, it
is not simply intended to consider the co—occurrence relationship between object
nouns and counter words when expressing the number but to be limited in using
the numerals.

Numerals in Korean are divided into the native-Korean numerals and
sino-Korean numerals. For example, the Arabian number '1' is used as 'one in
sino—Korean numeral and 'hana’ in native-Korean numeral. In addition, if hana' is
used as a numeral determiner, it is called as 'han. For example, 'one student is
recognized not as a ‘one student but as a ‘han student. The problem is that
native—Korean numeral or sino—Korean numeral is to be selected depending on
each of the terms of counter words. The selection of such words is to be irregular.

In conclusion, Korean language uses nouns, numerals, and counter words to
express the numbers. As the co—occurrence relationship is formed among the nouns,
numerals, and counter words, it is limited to select the terms of each of them.
Especially, it seems that the relationship in selecting the numerals and counter
words is not fixed, but there still exists an invisible balance. If this balance is lost,
it becomes a grammatically incorrect sentence. Hereupon, there are many types of
counter words in Korean language, and it is very complicated to correct use them.
Seen in this light, it is natural for foreign learners of Korean language to feel much
difficulty in using Korean counter words.

Therefore, textbooks released by seven universities were analyzed to identify the
current education for Korean counter words. At this time, types, number, and
suggestions of each of the counter words dealt with in each textbook were focused
on the development. As a result, there are issues on the number of terms in
counter words as well as how they are suggested in many of the Korean language
textbooks used by foreign learners. Among about 300 different terms of counter

words, too many of them are being suggested without considering the frequency of
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the use in daily lives. In terms of how they are suggested, structural usage is
overlooked since they are suggested as an individual term. Korean language of
counter words are diversely selected in terms of the antecedent nouns or numerals
according to the characteristics of the language. Therefore, they are recommended
to be suggested by focusing on structural fulfillment elements rather than on the
delivery of the meaning for each individual word.

Hereupon, this study was conducted identifying the current education of counter
words in Korean language through the analysis on Korean language textbooks,
implement preliminary survey and follow—up interview to foreign learners of Korean
language, and examine about difficult issues for them to use and learn about
counter words. According to the result of survey, it was confirmed that one of the
errors foreign learners made in using the counter words was influenced by their
native language as shown in the follow—up interview. What type of structure in
their native language interrupted from using the correct counter words was
analyzed based on the types of error occurred by the previous knowledge of their
native language.

At this time, Chinese, Mongolian, and English languages were selected for the
analysis. As for Chinese, it is of a same Chinese—speaking culture as Korean
language, and Mongolian language is of a same—rooted Altaic language as Korean
language. However, English is of a totally different language than Korean as an
Indo/European  language. However, Chinese learners in the same cultural
backgrounds, Mongolian learners in the same racial root, and foreign learners from
English—speaking culture did have a difficulty due to the previous knowledge of
their native language.

In order to seek for solution from the types of error shown in the survey,
education plans for counter words were suggested. When learning about counter
words in Korean language, particular instruction resources were suggested for
foreign learners to be informed of structural parts of the usage first. Based on these

instruction resources, practical textbooks for teachers were developed targeting to
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when instructors provide a lecture to foreign learners from each of the different
language—speaking cultures. This practical textbook contains the educational aspects
such as suggestions or notes of attention when providing the education about
counter words for foreign learners from Chinese, Mongolian, and English—speaking
cultures as well as the linguistic aspects such as the difference in structure of each
language and Korean or the difference in the use of counter words.

This study is meaningful for how it not only dealt with the contents in
knowledge of Korean language but also analyzed the difficulty and causes of errors
faced by foreign learners from each of the different language speaking cultures to
seek for the solution. However, it is still limited for not being able to prove the
efficiency that might be shown after applying the suggested resources to the real

field of education.

(Key Words] Education of Korean language, Education of counter words,
Education of classifiers, Classifier, Counter words, Counters, Measurement words,
Numerals, Numeral classifiers, Quantifier, Learners from China, Learners from

Mongol, English—speaking learners
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