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ABSTRACT

Study on A Gospel—Centered
Integrated Arts Program For Children

Choi, Seul—Ki

Major in Christian Dance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to propose a Gospel—centered
integrated educational program for children. With the features of child
development as well as character, creativity, and aspects of physical
expression all taken into consideration for the study's goal, a patchwork
ESA teaching model was selected to design an integrated arts program
that included dance/movement, music, art, and play. The age of children,
the number of participants in class, the classroom environment, and
ecetera were also taken into consideration as the program was
implemented with each session in 50 minute segments and detailed plans
set twice a week for a total of 12 sessions. After the program was
executed, the observations and evalutions of the researcher who
implemented the lessons and the two missionary teachers involved in the
classes were used to record the learning effects and accomplishments of

the program.
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The aim of the classes through a Gospel—centered integrated
educational program was to establish character, creativity and physical
expression. The conclusion on the development of character, creativity
and physical expression are as follows.

First of all, the program in terms of character resulted in children who
were able to display a proper understanding and application of
personality. Learning about the various character traits within in the
Bible, with a particular emphasis on learning about and exercising love,
helped them make relationships with friends. It was beneficial to teach
the Gospel, which could be a difficult topic for children, using music,
art, play, and physical activities so that the children could naturally
accept and understand the Gospel.

Second, the program in terms of creativity confirmed that children
exhibited significantly greater interest in classes through time for
self—expression as well as an increase in creativity. Rather than simply
imitating the teacher's designated results or complete actions, the children
were induced to discover confidence in results that expressed their selves
as the teacher permitted autonomy in freedom of expression. Through
this, as the program drew to a close, the children's growth in confidence
and greater class participation could be observed. The children attempted
various new methods to better show the methods unique to each
individual, and as a result creative expression became the standard for
how much each child concentrated and participated in class.

Third, the program in terms of physical expression, it was clear that
not only their confidence and concentration increased through expression
of their own thoughts but that they developed cooperation and intimacy
with others through mobile activities with their friends. After activities
utilizing music, art, play and diverse educational materials, the children

expressed the results through dance/movement or sometimes even imitated
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each other's movements, all of which further developed bonds, intimacy,
concentration, and confidence as they participated in activities requiring
movement in harmony.

In this method, positive results regarding character, creativity, and
physical expression could be obtained. This Gospel—focused integrated arts
program for children increased their interest and participation and can be
seen as effective for drawing out creative expression in education and
dance/movement. Ultimately this can be seen as education that anticipates

the holistic growth of children.

[Key Words] Gospel, children, integrated arts, integrated education,

integrated arts education
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