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ABSTRACT

A Study on make—up illustration design applying formative elements

of Wassily kandinsky's paintings

Shin, Hwa—jung

Major in Make—up Art

Dept. of Beauty art & Design
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Keeping up with the advancements of today's beauty industry, makeup
illustration no longer merely provides design information; instead, it is being
distinctively and widely publicized throughout numerous media outlets to educate
general public as a branch of popular arts. This presented an opportunity for
makeup illustration to further advance forward not only academically but also
artistically; subsequently, various designs now need to be proposed.

Therefore, based on a firm belief where makeup illustration is bound to face its
limits with diversity of expression if it merely relies on realistic approaches, this
author analyzed and applied the works by Wassily Kandinsky, a pioneer of
abstractionism who established distinctive art theory, to develop own art works.

Kandinsky built a theoretical foundation of contemporary art with logical
formative theory, his theory of arts professed that spiritual life of humanity ought
to be expressed through external elements, and inner feelings that artists
experience need to be conveyed to viewers in sufficiently similar fashion.
Moreover, his theory asserted that thoughts and objectives of the artists can be
transmitted solely through basic formative elements.

Based on this theory, this study applied formative elements from Kandinsky's art

works to create a total of 11 pieces of art works and present designs, and the
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conclusion from these works are as follows:

First, from the works during Munich era, the works prior to abstractionism
either still carried realism elements or stood out with intense colors. During
Russian era, his works mostly offered dark and calm sentiment under the impacts
from the World War; and during Bauhaus era, they had a number of geometric
and architectural pattern which shows constant efforts to study various colors and
techniques. The works under Paris era delivered strong impression with biological
and organic shapes as well as sharp colors in bright tones; however, the works
near his death  appeared dark and calm.

Second, his works were not only able to deliver man's inner bood merely with
basic formative elements but also found with more values from the relationship
between colors and shapes. Based on this finding, it was clear that formative
elements themselves do carry influences.

Third, formative elements essentially affect the works by modifying or
synthesizing the background colors of the work produced using Adobe Photoshop
CS3 program to express different feelings; however, it was found that color
elements only deliver impacts selectively.

Fourth, during Bauhaus era when Kandinsky's production was at his highest,
numerous geometric and architectural patterns were noticed. By applying these
from various angles to conduct design studies, it helped expressing art works with
further elevated completeness rather than merely working on the illustration to
design only faces, and it also raised expectation for possibility to grant higher
artistic values.

Fifth, regarding plywood used to express unusual texture, watercolor was more
effective than other materials during the course of production, but it was
disappointing as the texture was sufficiently expressed through photos. On
dark—colored mermaid paper, it was better to work with acrylic paint than
marker pens mainly used to express vivid colors.

Through this study, it is expected to provide an opportunity to better and easier
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understand Kandinsky's abstract art, and it is also anticipated to be utilized as
basic information and data to help makeup illustration advancing academically
and artistically through designs experimented based on this study. Future studies
need to continue studying a variety of innovative and experimental designs by
applying a number of trends in contemporary arts, which has yet to be done, to

makeup illustration.

[Keyword] Wassily Kandinsky, Make—up illustration, Natural color system,

Abstractionism, Formative elements
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