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ABSTRACT

A StuParents’ Awareness and Status of Eco Early
Childhood Education
Based on Outdoor—play

Park, Jung—Hee
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to analyze early childhood parents’
awareness and actual conditions of eco early childhood education based
on Outdoor—play, point out problems and propose the solutions with eco
early childhood education based on Outdoor—play, and finally investigate
the ideal direction of its operation.

For this purpose, the following questions were selected:

Frist how are early childhood parents aware of eco early childhood
education based on Outdoor—play?

Second, how is the actual conditions of parents performance of eco
early childhood education based on Outdoor—play?

Third, what are the problems with eco early childhood education based
on Outdoor—play and how can the problems be solved?

For this study questionnaires were conducted to kindergartens, nurseries
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and parents in Seoul and Gyeonggi Province, Early child educational
Institutes include national, public, private and annexed kindergartens and
nurseries, and also includes work place nurseries. Questionnaire subjects
include 226 parents whose children are attending early child educational
institutes. The data were statistically processed using an SPSS WIN 23.0
program.

First, this study presents the frequency and percentage rate based on
the frequency analysis in order to examine the general properties of the
research subjects.

Second, x* verification and ¢ verification were conducted in order to
investigate the actual condition of the parents’ performance of the eco
early childhood education based on Outdoor—play, and the statistic
significance were checked within p<.05, p<.01, p<.001 in order to verify
the group differences.

Third, x* verification were conducted in order to investigate the
parents’ awareness of eco early childhood education based on
Outdoor—play, and find the problems and propose solutions.

On the basis of the questionnaires, the results can be summarized as
follows: First, the awareness of the parents for the eco early childhood
education based on Outdoor—play turned out to be higher than any other
areas. They answered that the eco early childhood education based on
Outdoor—play is important. It was confirmed that they evaluated highly
the eco early childhood education based on outdoor Outdoor—play. But
in the question about the possible areas in which the eco early childhood
education based on outdoor activities can be applied, the results turned
out to be language, creativity, humanity, sociality, and self—confidence in
priority order, answering that language area may take the highest chance
to change.

Second, the questionnaire for the parents’ actual condition of the eco
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early childhood education based on outdoor activities include organic
food eating activities, animal feeding experiences, walking activities,
five-sense play activities, plant examination, four—season activities, and
natural thing and water plants experience. The results showed 2.29 on
organic food eating activities, 185 on animal feeding experiences, 2.41 on
walking activities, 2.46 on five—sense play activities, 2.27 on plant
examination, 2.46 on four—season activities, and 2.00 on natural thing,
and 1.99 on water plants experience. Among the activities, the most
favorable activity was walking activity and the most negative activity was
animal feeding activity.

Third, the results about the problems of the eco early childhood
education based on outdoor activities turned out to be lack of concern,
lack of information, lack of awareness, parents’ lack of concern, and the
lack of environment in the importance order. The results about the
parents’ suggestions turned out to be individual counsel with teacher in
charge, school-to—home letter, text and email, and parents’ education
program, This implies that the parents want to communicate and share
the problems and solutions of the eco early childhood education based
on outdoor activities through counseling with individual teachers in
charge.

In the coming period the 4™ industrial revolution, it is necessary to
implement the eco early childhood education based on outdoor activities
in order for the early children to develop their creativity and humanity.
This eco education definitely require more positive governmental support

to develop competent directors, parents, and teachers.

Key words: Outdoor—play, the eco early childhood education program
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