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ABSTRACT

U.S.—China hegemonic competition and Korea's response
strategy : — Based on multilateral security cooperation —

Ko, Min—Cheol
Major in Defense Policy

Dept. of National Security and Strategy

Graduate School of National Defense

Science

Hansung University

Based on the 2008 global financial crisis, the U.S.—China hegemony
competition 1s intensifying, and countries, including South Korea,
commonly referred to as mid—sized countries, are forced to make
continuous strategic choices between the two countries.

In past international politics, the only hegemonic power did not exist,
and the growth of the challenger country encouraged conflicts not only
with the hegemonic power but also with neighboring countries and
extended to wars that claimed the lives of many humans, including
World War I and II.

On October 12, 2022, the Biden administration released the National
Security Strategy (NSS, National Security Strategy) ahead of China's 20th

National Congress. The main content of the National Security Strategy
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Book is to define China as the only competitor of the United States in
the era of strategic competition and to achieve the competitive advantage
of U.S. forces in countries that do not agree with the U.S. such as
China. On the other hand, China virtually confirmed President Xi
Jinping's third consecutive term through the 20th party congress, and
showed its willingness to respond strongly to the U.S.—China strategic
competition structure and continue to push forward its strategy to
become a global power. It can be judged that the strategic competition
between the U.S. and China will continue fiercely for at least five years.

Under these circumstances, this study aims to present political and
diplomatic ways to manage the crisis between the U.S. and China's
hegemony competition in advance, minimize Korean losses, and further
maximize Korean interests.

The scope of this paper's study is set from 2008 to the present when
competition between the U.S. and China accelerated due to the narrowing
of the national power gap between the U.S. and China as the U.S.
experienced the international financial crisis. In addition, Korea's political
and economic hegemony competition between the two countries, as well
as countless factors, will affect it, but the factors that can affect it are
limited to the hegemony competition between the U.S. and China.

This paper is similar to the existing paper by presenting a plan to
overcome multilateral security cooperation through theoretical
consideration as a response strategy for Korea in the US—China
hegemony competition. However, China's policy direction can be
differentiated from existing papers in that it analyzed not only the
one—to—one strategy, but also the recent policy direction, theoretical
considerations of the multilateral security cooperation system, and success
stories.

In the past, Korea has implemented a balanced diplomatic strategy to
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minimize damage from the United States and China. However, against
this background, Professor Meershammer, a representative scholar of
aggressive realism, advised that Korea does not have many opportunities
to generate profits through "strategic ambiguity" between the U.S. and
China. Based on Professor Meershimmer's opinion, pursuing "strategic
ambiguity" to minimize damage from both the U.S. and China can
further weaken trust from the U.S. and create a misconception that
China is easy to deal with because Korea is a weak ally of the U.S.
Based on the above reasons, it is believed that Korea needs to devise
a new security strategy. Therefore, through active participation in the
multilateral security cooperation system centered on the United States, it
1s necessary to find ways to protect the nation as a collective defense

system in case of emergency.

[Keyword] The U.S.—China hegemonic competition, multilateral security

cooperation system, and Korea's response strategy
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