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ABSTRACT

Creative Artwork of Hairstyle Applying

Minimalism Figurative Character.

NamKung, Won

Major in Hair Design

Dept. of Beauty Art & Design
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Human beings’ desire for beauty has continued despite the changes
of era. Expectations are getting higher in various related areas such as
fashion, make up, hairdressing and nail art. Among all these areas,
hairdressing tends to react most sensitively to the trend and develop
according to it. Also, hairdressing has developed in relation with the pure
art area whose various methods of expression in color and form appears
in individual style, providing many motives to hairdressing. It could be a
very important factor in understanding the trend of hairstyle to study
these art forms.

Vidal Sassoon, who had huge influences on 1960s hairdressing, had
newly presented bob hairstyle which drew a sensational success and
inspired him to get into the minimalism trend. The meaning of
minimalism can be stated as ‘the minimum, at minimal, infinitesimal’; as
the term itself which was first used in art and music fields demonstrates,

it is a form of art reduced into the fundamental elements without any
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superficial decoration or expressive action. Minimalism, which mainly
utilized simple geometrical forms and emphasized the artwork as a whole
rather than in small parts, especially had great influence on fashion and
it emphasized on neo—fuctionalism which highlighted simplicity,
minimization, minimalisation by integrating 1960’s minimalism fashion
with contemporary modernism.

This thesis has its purpose in studying the concept of minimalsim
which is very noticeable in contemporary era by analyzing from its birth
process to contemporary style of minimalism, and in reproducing creative
modern hairstyles with the characteristic of minimalism.

The methods of study include references from both domestic and
international sources, preceding theses, internet materials. With these I
have researched the background and characteristics of minimalism;
studied and analyzed characters of architecture, painting, fashion and
hairstyle in concept of minimalism; deducted the characteristics of
simplicity, unicity, repetitiveness, reducibility, environmentalism that are
conceptional features of minimalism; and recreated creative hairstyle
motivated with sculptures that represent qualities of minimalism by
applying these studies.

The summary of the conclusion is as written in below.

First of all, the simplicity of minimalism is based on a premise that
‘it looks simple when the elements are organized’. Therefore, the
simplicity in form organization that minimalism pursues helps the object
to be percepted more easily and as a unified image to a person. The
simplicity in minimalism has many meanings with elementally simple
characters, and this connects with the logic of ‘simplicity and variety’
which means the simpler the media is, the more stories there will be.

Second, unicity of the minimalism uses cubes and distinct squre
shapes just as they are without any metaphoric meaning. It has the

concept of unicity by neutrality and de—individualism of the artworks.
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The intention to remove all the psychological, metaphorical, symbolic
elements by minimizing illusion starts from the realization that the image
provided subjectively is merely a hallucination, therefore trying to
comprehend the world as just an object.

Thrid, the repetitiveness in minimalism literally means that the same
forms repeating without any characteristics. But ironically, the fact that
there are no relation and hierarchical structure between the repetitive
elements makes the idea characteristic. The repetitiveness is found in the
relationship in shape or size which has no difference in hierarchical
structure. Repetitiveness is a method of realization when trying find the
character that doesn’t have logically decided center or external expression
directed from an internal materials.

Fourth, the reducibility of minimalism is mainly shown by selecting
the form or material for artworks, and this is a trial to experience the
direct objects by reverting the contents or formative elements of minimal
art into the objects themselves. The reducibility in Robert Smithson’s
artwork “Spiral Jetty” immediately comprehended the generalness of the
artwork by inducing the intrinsic experience between artworks with
simple geometrical forms such as circle, triangle, and square.

Fifth, in the environmentalism of minimalism, the expansion as
environmental structure occurs in various ways; it occurs when the
observer finds out his own existence from the perception of his own
form through the scale or proportion of the artwork, or it occurs by
creating special atmosphere in interior space and continuous repeat.

When the participant of the artwork gets inside there, his visual memory
deflects endlessly with the change of location.

[ created an artwork annalyzing the formative features of
minimalism stated above. T've first tried to create an artwork with basic
primary colors, straight—linear and geometrical elements of minimalism

but soon concluded there are limits to express creative style; therefore
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I've created the artwork using some more colors than primary colors,
straight lines and curves according to analysis of various minimalism
styles such as post minimalism, mannish minimalism and modern
minimalism. After creating the work based on the study above, I've seen
possibilities of developing creative trend based on art movement.

However, although I have suggested the reason and method for reviewing
study areas to confirm aesthetic value by analyzing and defining concepts
of minimalism and expressing its characteristics as a creative hairstyle, it
was hard to study on creative hairstyle in relation with art movement
since there were not much preceding studies and all the attention was
concentrated in different fields rather than hairdressing. So, the studies on
creative hairstyle which features the characteristics of art movement such
as minimalism should be studied continuously and established theoretically
as well. Furthermore, T've concluded that this kind of study on art

movement will serve as a good motive in creating new trends.

(Key words] Illusion, Minimalism, Hairstyle, Formative Characteristics,

Minimum
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