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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Creative Dance Work,
"™Yu Bing (Drift Ice)

Kwon, Bo—Bin
Major in Dance Performance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the meaning and structure o
f the new dance work, "Yu Bing (Drift ice),” which is based on Shin C
heol-gyu's poem of the same title. The poem is on the eternal subject of
love and separation, but the real forte of the poem as a theme for chore
ography lies in the unique way it describes the process of acknowledging
the separation and accepting the loss. A moment of love and separation i
s coming for anyone, and by depicting the experience in a symbolic fashi
on, the poem makes the reader identify with the poem.

The dance piece, "Yu Bing (Drift ice),” consists of a prologue and thr
ee acts. This study analyzes how the new choreography uses the content
s, movements, stage equipment, lighting, music, costumes, and stage video
s, in each act, to express the flow and the symbolism of the poem. The
prologue tries to engage the audience by hinting at the overall contents a
nd intentions of the work using backlight and stage videos. In Act 1, the

two lovers appear. They have grown apart, but are not ready to accept t
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he fact. This hesitation and ambivalent feelings are expressed using mainl
y the movements of the upper body, the hands and the line of sight of b
oth dancers. In the second act, another happy couple is passing by and t
he two lovers remember their own happy past. Here, a calm and bright
atmosphere is created with images and emotions that are in contrast with
the first act. In the last act, the lovers have finally accepted the reality t
hat they cannot go back to their first kiss. Their psychological journey a
nd the internal conflicts along the way are expressed using red light, viol
ent movements, fast music, long and chaotic pathways and an ending vid
eo clip.

In the original poem, T meet 'you, to become ‘we,” but then go back
to separate T and ‘you’ again. But ‘you’ and T cannot go back to who
‘vou and T used to be in the first place. The poem also metaphorically
depicts the two lovers’ opposite personalities using contrasting images suc
h as clockwise and counterclockwise movements, hot and cold, warm bre
ath and tears, hinting at the cause of the breakup.

The dance piece, "Yu Bing (Drift ice),” also tries to convey these cont
radictory concepts metaphorically by image—creating movements. For insta
nce, the lovers’ parting in the end is not directly described, but delicate a
nd small movements are used to encourage the audience to form their o
wn images.

As a final note, in order to stage the changes in time and space of th
e different acts more effectively, it will be required to devise a method of
using the stage device and lighting that can better coordinate with the ch

anges of the scenes and dance movements more effectively in the future.

[(Key words)
Dance Creation, Shin Cheol-gyu, Yu Bing (Drift ice), Dance Metaphor
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