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ABSTRACT

Analysis of a performance, [Salao (The most

unfortunate person)

Park, Jung-hyun

Major in Dance Performance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

Getting a motif from the novel [The Old Man and the Seays , this
thesis is an analysis and a study on the representation of a story, a
fisherman went out for fishing, struggled with a large fish but failed to
catch it after all.

In our life, big and small problems always appear repeatedly. We might
overcome them successfully, but we also fail to resolve them time to
time. In having a hope that we achieved from the small success, we
might fight against the endless challenges and cycles of the life. But
because of the failure, sometimes, we feel frustrated, lose the purpose
of the life, refuse to take more challenges and give up everything.
Through the story of the old man fighting against the big fish from

"The Old Man and the Seas , I found an answer of the questions:
what kind of attitude we should take when we face the big problems
and how to react when we fail.

This old man, who struggled with the huge marine life in several
times bigger size than himself, represents the human's courage and
determination to fight against his or her destiny. The old, who had
fought alone, failed to catch what he longed for and became defeated
physically. However, he never be frustrated or intimidated mentally.
After all, he just went out to the sea again for another trial.
Re-challenging to accomplish the goal, his attitude teaches us that
moral victory is as much valuable as physical victory.

In a dance performance, two dancers played the role of the

large fish and one dander did the old man in order to show a person

- 24 -



fighting against the big obstacle. And, the old man's struggle against
the fish was personified in the work. This paper analyzes the dance
performance based on the stage compositions, dancers' movements and
the meanings of the images separately. Through this paper, I want to
show the repetition of facing the big problems and failing, moreover
the people's invincible spirit, fighting alone against the hardship in life.
After then, you may know the importance of the moral victory than
that of the physical victory.

In addition, reflecting on ourselves through the performance, I would
like to let audience realize the cycle of success and failure of the life.
And, I want to give them an opportunity to learn the courage to
overcome endless frustration and failure and to have an optimistic

attitude toward the life.

[Key words] Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea,

Indomitable spirit, rationality, Salao
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