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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relation between Geomancy and
‘Traditional Architecture in Suwon Area

—centering on Hwaseong haenggung-

Cheong Ban-seok
Major in Real Estate Investment Finance
Graduate School of Real Estate

The University of Hanseong

Geomancy has been a philosophy, theory and method to
pioneer new fate throughout Korea’'s history. To Koreans
who live in special environment, 70% of which is surrounded
by mountains, it has played a key role in blessing individual,
and selecting places with "ki” as sites of capital city, palace
and governmental buildings.

Theoretically speaking, Korea's traditional geomancy consists of
Yin geomancy and Yang geomancy. The former is a theory
about houses of the dead, or tombs, while the latter is about
houses, buildings and cities of the alive. Both of these are to
analyze spatial spirit affecting human beings including natural

spirit, such as mountains, rivers and directions, and artificial
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spirit such as architecture. In this regard, geomancy, that
brought prosperity and advanced civilization to Koreans by
analyzing spatial spirit, is an object we should study and keep
in check.

It is true that geomancy brought benefits to human life as a
science. However, it has been often maliciously used.
Sometimes 1t was utilized as a justified method to accumulate
wealth and power, other times, as a method to change or found
regime.

This resulted from geomancy’s natures, that is, incitement,
mystery and revolution. That explains why power and
geomancy have been mutually reinforcing, and further, leading
to retention and recapture of power.

The founding father of the Corea dynasty, Wang Gun was
given to geomancy from the moment of his birth, and
geomancy was one of his political philosophy as he founded
Corea and executed his policies. His philosophy on geomancy,
well revealed in his THunyosipchos , served as an ideological
standard even after his death.

The founding father of the Choseon dynasty, Lee Seong-gye
also turned to have a close relation with geomancy, along with
Muhak, since his childhood. He is well known to have directly

used geomancy theory in transferring the capital city to
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Hanyang after founding the county. In addition, Myocheong’'s
riot, in which transferal of the capital city from Gaeseong, the
capital of Corea, to Seogyeong was argued, was a struggle for
power aiming to seize Seogyeong faction’'s power by utilizing
geomancy.

To be short, geomancy has served as the groundwork for
political power. Yet, geomancy was better reflected in
Heonryungwon Cheonwon and transferal of Suwonbu Eupchi
in the reign of King Cheong—jo of the Choseon dynasty.

It 1s safe to say the fourth King Se-jong and the 22th King
Cheong—-jo are the most creative and innovative Kings among
27 Kings during the Choseon dynasty. King Se-jong is well
known for far-flung achievements in various fields such as
agriculture, science, defence and culture as well as invention of
Korean alphabet, while King Cheong-jo’s achievements of
bringing prosperity and cultural renaissance in the latter part of
Chosen are relatively poorly known. The general public only
know King Cheong-jo as a faithful son of Prince of Sado who
was unfortunately killed during Imowhabyeon, and as a King
who created a royal library, Gyuchanggak.

However, King Cheong-jo established a new city and built
Hwaseong which is referred to as the best among castles of

the Choseon dynasty, in order to realize his ideal of absolute
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monarchy and democracy.

Suwon city built in the late 18th century was a historic
project combined political ideal of absolute monarchy King
Cheon-jo, prosperity of reign and innovative politics, and
experienced knowledge of scientists. It consisted of various
infrastructures such as the biggest palace in Choseon,
governmental buildings and commercial buildings.

Among other things, he built Hwaseong reaching 5.7km as the
best castle, and assigned powerful forces to the castle. In
addition, he promoted agriculture by making big reservoirs and
Dunjeon system. He also helped the town become a planned
castle, a modernized city in a short period of time by inducing
the rich, merchants and industrialists.

However, studies on King Cheong-jo's achievements and
Hwaseong have been focused on politics, military, economics
and literature in accordance with the trend of the times. The
reason why King Cheong-jo led Hyeonryungwon cheonwan and
why he selected Suwon shineupchi as the site have not been
properly dealt with from the perspective of geomancy.

Some studies, of course, attempted to approach from the view
point of geomancy, but they produced only fragmented results
because they were not conducted by geomancy experts. Expert

studies on geomancy also focused on only King Cheong-jo’s
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geomancy through Seongdonghwan’s Hyeonryungwon cheonwon
and establishment of Hwaseong. without paying attention to
geomancy of Hyeonryungwon and Hwaseong. Yet, even these
studies were centered not on geomancy of Hyeonryungwon and
Suwan shineupchi but on Cheong-jo's thoughts on geomancy.
In this respect, it is safe to say that due attention has not gone
to geomancy about creation of Suwon shineupchi and
establishment of Hwaseong.

Although some city planning and architects showed results of
studying Hwaseong from the perspective of landscape, this only
alluded to fragmented facts.

Therefore, 1 intend to find out the historical process of
establishing Hwaseong and geomancy's effects on the process.
Hwaseong, built on Suwon shineupchi that had been selected
from the 17th century’s practical geographical point of view, 1S
the climax of castle culture in the 18th century. This was
built in collaboration of the general public and high ranking
officials including King Cheong-jo. Yet the scale and location
were not designed without considering geomancy. Studies on
this field have not proceeded, and literature concerned does not
exist, either. In this regard, I seek to illuminate how geomancy
affected in establishing Hwaseong by studying the current state
of Hwaseong, which has not changed since the 18th century,
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and geomancy of view of Suwon from Hwaseong. In addition,
I aim to confirm that Suwon was political, social and cultural
center city of the Choseon dynasty by studying architecture and
geomancy of Hwaseong haenggung, the object and center of
Hwaseong.

I also attempt to review that the historical facts on
Hyeonryungwon cheonwon, the critical factor of selecting
Suwon shineupchi as the site. This will help confirm that
King Cheong-jo led Hyeonryungwon cheonwon and transferal
of Suwon’s eupchi in order to strengthen his power. Plus, I
aim to show the changed state of geomancy after the 17th
century by comparing geomancy of Hyeonryungwon and
geomancy of Suwon gueupchi and shineupchi. Traditional
geomancy prevailed in society before the 17th century.
Meanwhile, after the 17th century through the 18th century,
awareness on geomancy changed. 1 will identify the changed
geomancy in selecting sites of palace and governmental
buildings. This paper aims to establish the identity of Suwon
and pioneer its future by studying the historical and political
background and process on establishment of Suwon city in the
18th century, and by perceiving the results of historical studies,
practical geographical perspective in the 18th century and

geomancy of the current Suwon.
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