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ABSTRACT
A Bibliographic Study on the Old Books of

Myeongjae Yoon Zeung's Family Collection.

Lim, Young Ran
Major in Bibliography
Dept. of Library & Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

Yoon Jeung's family, belonging to the Nojong Branch of the
Yoons from Papyeong, has 693 volumes of rare old books, which
have been transmitted through generations. These books have
representative properties of the family collection as an integrated
group of books that reflect political and social history of the middle
and late of the Chosun dynasty.

Books of Yoon’s family collection had been placed until recently
in Yoon Jeung’'s old house before Yoon Jeung's family committed
486 volumes to the care of National History Compilation Committee
of the Republic of Korea(Bd*:#i%:Z: 5 %) and sold 207 volumes to a
collector who now is in charge of them.

It was in the days of Noseo, Yoon Seon-Geo (Fti#, 1601-1669)
that the family collection began to be formed, and then it had the
status of a full-scale family collection when his son, Yoon Jeung
took the charge. Myeongjae, Yoon Jeung (F k&, 1629-1714) played a

significant role as the head of So-ron(#4ifi) in politics when the
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Chosun Dynasty was in the midst of the faction politics at the time
of King Sukjong. Thus, Yoon Jeung’s political and social power
made it possible to expand his family collection of books.
Thereafter, Yoon’'s family collection had been developed for 400
years from the days of Yoon Haeng-Gyo (F17%k, 1661-1725), and
Yoon Dong-Won (F 5 1685-1741) to those of Yoon Ha-Jung (F
187, the early 1900s-19597).

There have been no concrete research and general examination of
the whole collection, but only limited investigations on its parts by
institutes like the Academy of Korean Studies(if B Jt#f2EEE) in
1989. Until now, work of study on old books from various family
collections has been fulfilled frequently, but little has been whole
analytical research on full-scale books of a family collection while
only partial studies have been tried if any. This is because there
are rare cases in which a family collection could be an object of
academic research for the reason that most family collections have
a long history of foundation and their books have been broken up
or have been lost. Therefore, it is very important to investigate and
analyze the whole books of Yoon’'s family collection in order to
explicate characteristics and properties of the family collection as a
type of the private collection in the Chosun Dynasty.

This study has integrated pieces of circumstantial evidence from
various literature and material data as well as investigations of
books to examine the genealogy of the Nojong Branch of the Yoons
from Papyeong, and important characters from Yoon Jeung's family.
Then, we have analyzed the books of the collection by themes and

types of publishing after we have examined the time of foundation
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of the collection and the structure of books collected. The results
are as follows.

The collection is classified as a group of book collection
representing political and social history in the middle and late of the
Chosun, and hence it consists of metaphysical data of the School of
Giho(81EK) and of the discipline of the practical study of

Chinese Classics, ethical data succeeding to the Sagye ethics(J) R

E1) data of political struggle related to the Ye-Song debate(iits A

4+), biographical data related to Yoon Jeung’s kinship, scholastic
relations, and home afilliations, rubbed copies and inherited
calligraphic data which have both artistic and historical values, data
of almanacs, and poetic data of members from the School of Giho.
By their publishing types, we <can classify them into
xylographic(block prints) books, manuscripts, metal-typed prints,
wooden-typed prints, lithographic books, and rubbed copies, of
which the xylographic books and manuscripts are the majority.
Especially, among these groups of data, a manuscript of
Garyvewonryu( FZisl5iif), Yeolseongeopil F|BE1HZ) from Myeongjae’s
collection, and 16 volumes of  Daetongryeok( X&) and
Stheonryedk (IR E &) (1651-1754) have values of cultural assets.
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