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ABSTRACT

A Study Of The New Trend Of Toy Design In Digital

Environment

Lee, Ji-Yeun

Dept. Fancyproduct, Media Design
Graduate School of Public
Administration

Hansung University

Having went through the Agricultural Revolution followed by the
Industrial Revolution, now we are entering into the times of the
Information Revolution(IR) in the 2lst century. The IR, driven by the
progress of digital technologies, transforms the flow of human history as
powerfully and fast as ever. Influenced by the development of digital
technologies, a variety of sectors, such as the politics, the economy, the
society, and the culture, have faced a sea change, which, in turn, created
a new climate, so called ‘digital environment’ in general terms. The
appearance of the climate leads to the change of the users and in the
market, accelerates the transformation of the industry, and generates the
changes in the corporations concerning their management, production and
distribution. The digital environment affects products’ function and
expected value of design. Also it demands the reinterpretation of the
meaning of the product, the object of design, and its relationship with its

users.



However, the digital technology development has been led by the
technically advanced nations, and toy market, backed by such technical
progress, also improves quickly with information, skills and firm belief on
the value added the digital environment can create. Such a case is that
technically advanced countries actively research on the new area of toy
design, based on the high-tech digital technology and in alliance with the
academy. While our country falls behind in terms of the technique
comparing industrial nations, and it is insufficient to be aware of
transforming the digital climate, especially development area of the digital
toy design, into that of the designers’ area and failing to research on the
new toy line of the digital era and research and develop its limit of
application and methods in a systematic way. It is urgent to study on
the new field for toys in the digital area, realize the necessity of its
accompanying possibility and research into accepting it as design.

The age of the toys with no talk and response is over in the digital era.
Instead, it is the age of intelligent toys responding user’s action.
Futhermore, owning to the linkage and the spread, the toys in this time
exist on online and are networked. Moreover, due to the popularity of the
entertainment, toys for education are edutainmented and the like. They
are completely different in terms of the existing toy concept and expand
their area more wildly.

As the digital paradigm is applied to the various fields of toys, now, new
type of toy is spreading in the digital climate. Therefore, this paper
researched on the new toy design trend in the digital paradigm as well
as the importance of Toy Design in relationship between digital and
human beings. Also, I would like to talk the new toy design area in
ways unlike the conventional method of the interpretation of toys in this
rapidly changing digital age.
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