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ABSTRACT

Hybrid images that form from

combining flora and fauna

Kim, Jae—Woong

Major in Contemporary Art
Dept. of Painting

The Graduate School

Hansung University

Nature has been a space of life and death for all living creatures.
Nature's circulation through life and death is a phenomena that occurs
across time and place and living creatures cannot overcome this
physically. Therefore, living creatures have evolved through generations in
an attempt to adapt to nature.

Living creatures, from ancient to today, have adapted to natural
environment through evolution and have acquired physical features for
survival. Sharp teeth and claws of carnivorous predators for hunting and
gills and fils of fish and amphibians for aquatic life are examples of how
evolution has optimized their physical characteristics for sustained
occupation of their surroundings.

For ancient people, physical features of animals had been a source
of both fear and desire, and their inhuman qualities served as medium
through which man can overcome his physical limits and enter into

psychological and spiritual utopia. Such desires have created half—human,
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half—animal creatures.

The form of half—man, half—animal may be seen as representations
of ancient people who desired to possess physical features of animals.
Such desire for animal resemblance has been a topic of research. This
paper studies the imaginary entities that were created as a result of
aspirations of ancient people that had persisted for a long period of time
in the past. As such, this study sought to portray ‘hybrid images’ based
on study of half—man, half—animal mythology.

This paper first examines the significance of half —man half—animal
as symbolic entities in myths, and then analyzes symbolic significance of
mythical plants and animals that become the basis of this work. As a
result, these creatures were found to have different meanings and
significance across time and cultures. Based on his analysis, the researcher
has expressed 'hybrid images' as combinations of certain flora and fauna.

The drawings of 'hybrid images' that appear on the work are
combinations of flora and fauna and are represented to have hybrid
disposition. These 'hybrid images' represent human aspiration to overcome
physical limitations of man and reality, and transcend into supernatural
entity.

‘Hybrid images’ have allowed the researcher to escape the cognitive
constraints and freely imagine outside of the framework. The resulting
'hybrid images' in this work emerges as having abstract shapes. This
paper assumes examination of theoretical background underlying the work
followed by analysis of researcher's work. This process would provide an
opportunity to further develop researcher’s works of 'hybrid 'images' by
allowing the researcher to expand and develop his thoughts and

viewpoints.

[Keywords]  hybrid, myth, image, plant, animal
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