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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on the Case of Large—scale
Human Accident

Chang, Jeong—Ryun

Major in Social Disaster and Safety

Policy
Dept. of Social Disaster and Safety

Graduate School of Public

Administration

Hansung University

This study aims to examine major accidents that occasionally occur
in South Korea. These include the sinking of the Seohae Ferry, the
collapse of Seongsu Bridge, the collapse of Sampoong Department Store,
the Daegu subway fire, the sinking of the Sewol Ferry, the recent
collapse of the Hwajeong [-Park in Gwangju, and the Itaewon
Halloween crush incident. These accidents have resulted in the loss of
many precious lives and caused significant national and personal property
damage.

This study focuses on the Sampoong Department Store collapse, the
Sewol Ferry sinking, and the Itaewon crush incident. It analyzes the

environmental, structural, and technical causes that made these collapses,
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sinkings, and crush accidents inevitable. The study also examines the
rescue activities and the process of managing the aftermath of these
accidents.

Through this research, we aim to evaluate the responses of the
government and institutions to major human accidents on a case—by—case
basis. Additionally, by comparing these cases, we investigate the issues in
the disaster response of government agencies for each accident. We also
examine the problems and improvement measures in the government's
response to minimize casualties and damages when a major disaster
accident occurs, regardless of the time, place, or form.

We hope this study serves as a starting point for South Korea to
overcome the unfortunate perception of being a country where major
human accidents frequently occur. Furthermore, we wish for a safe South
Korea where, in the event of an accident, the government and relevant
agencies establish and operate a well-structured system for rapid response
and recovery through organic cooperation, ensuring that all citizens can
live safely and securely.

[(Key words)] major accident, major casualty accident, Sampoong

Department Store collapse, Sewol ferry sinking, Itaewon stampede
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