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ABSTRACT

Analysis of university students’ perceptions of
multicultural compound words
—Focused on university students in Seoul-

Jin, Na—-Ra

Major in International Migration and

Cooperation

Dept. of International Migration and

Cooperation

The Graduate School

Hansung University

In this study, the term "multicultural compound word" refers to a
term that combines the word “"multicultural,” which means diverse
cultures, with another word in the form of "multicultural + «." In our
society, which has entered the multicultural era, terms related to
"multicultural” are commonly used. In particular, it is common to refer to
people as "multicultural,” but in this case, it tends to imply a connection
to economically disadvantaged multicultural family members, rather than
the original meaning of "multicultural.”" This study conducted a survey
targeting college students in Seoul to investigate the public perception of
multicultural compound words. According to the research results, the
majority of respondents associated “"multicultural” with “multicultural
families" and ‘children from multicultural families." Furthermore, most
respondents held the perception that "multicultural women" are "full-time
housewives who immigrated due to marriage" and “"have dark skin and
are poor." They also had the perception that "multicultural children" and
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"multicultural teenagers” have "dark skin and are poor." There was also
an image of receiving support for children from multicultural families,
and issues arose where they were judged based on language skills, such
as 'bilingual” or "poor in Korean." In this way, multicultural compound
words have the problem of labeling these subjects with biased images. In
the survey on experiences with multicultural compound words, it was
found that terms referring to specific subjects were used more often than
terms encompassing a broad target. Especially, terms referring to women
and young children were commonly used more than those referring to
men. As multicultural compound words are often used to refer to
minorities, whether consciously or unconsciously, there is concern that it
may lead to discrimination and hinder social integration.

To prevent the side effects caused by the indiscriminate use of
multicultural compound words, this study suggests three things. Firstly, a
public awareness system such as public advertisements should be
established to promote wunderstanding of the correct meaning of
"multicultural" and reflect it in multicultural education. Secondly, a
mandatory general education course on multicultural-related subjects
should be offered to first—year university students to change the negative
image associated with subjects referred to as multicultural. Thirdly,
awareness should be raised regarding the problem of creating and using
multicultural compound words indiscriminately, and an analytical attitude
towards the discriminatory expressions used in current terminology should
be fostered. Through such efforts, the use of multicultural compound
words in our society should be reduced.

[Keywords] Multicultural compound words, college students, perception
survey, multicultural ~women, multicultural children, multicultural
teenagers, multicultural education.

_79_



