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ABSTRACT

For Multicultural Background Learners
A Study on the Improvement of Reading Activity
in Korean Textbooks

— Focusing on textbooks for elementary school students —

Choi, Jun—Su

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This paper aims is to identify the types and contents of reading
activities suggested in the textbook by analyzing reading activities in
Korean textbooks for elementary school students, as well as to propose
ways to improve reading activities for multicultural background learners.

Reading is a language function that must be premised for
textbook—based study, and, if reading ability does not develop to an
appropriate level, learners inevitably experience difficulties in terms of
academic achievement. In particular, this is not limited to a specific
subject, as reading ability must be based on the appropriate
understanding of the contents presented in the textbook in any subject.

As a result, education for the development of learners' reading skills from
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low—grade and beginner learners needs to be emphasized, and "KSL
(Korean as a Second Language) Curriculum’, a multicultural background
learner, suggests 'reading activity' ~based reading education as a teaching
and learning plan.

Reading activity' is a practical method of reading education that
learners perform through textbooks. It consists of the following three
stages: 'Pre—Reading activity', 'Activity during Reading, and 'Post—Reading
activity. Each step has a certain difference in terms of its educational
purposes, even if it is a sub-—division of the same 'reading activity'
Pre-reading activity' aims to enhance understanding of the material by
forming a 'schema' of the content or topic presented in the reading
material. In the case of "activities during reading" and "post-reading
activities," learners’ understanding of the content is checked and confirmed
by having them answer questions or perform some tasks based on the
contents of the reading material, all of which promotes a deeper
understanding of the reading material.

Reading activities are a method of reading education performed
through such step—by—step learning, and it is necessary to present
systematically structured reading activities for efficient reading education.
However, as a result of analyzing reading activities included in the
textbook “"Standard Korean" for multicultural background learners,
'pre—reading activities' were not presented in almost all reading activities,
and 'during, post—reading activities' consisted of the same type and
content in textbooks for lower and higher grade students. These findings
have two implications: one that learners were unable to form a certain
schema for reading materials before encountering reading materials, and
the other that reading activities presented to elementary and senior
learners were similar, which limits the development of their higher—level

reading skills.
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The paper concludes with a discussion on the pre—, middle, and
post—reading activities in order to present improvement measures for
reading activities'. Specifically, in the case of 'pre-reading activity', the
types and contents of pre—reading activities contained in other textbooks
were checked and examples of implementation measures were shown. In
the case of ‘activity during reading' and 'post-reading activity', activities
considering learners in the textbook were examined. Based on the
contents discussed, a specific application example of a reading activity

improvement plan using reading materials in the textbook was proposed.

[(Key words) Multicultural Background Learners, elementary school
students, Korean as a Second Language Curriculum,
Korean Textbooks, Reading Education, Pre—Reading

Activity, Activity during Reading, Post—Reading Activity
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