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ABSTRACT

The Correlation of Physiognomy and the Diverse
Shapes of the Eyebrow With Makeup

Cho, Chae—Yeon

Major in Make—up Art

Dept. of Beauty Art & Design
The Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Makeup has developed as a means of communication expressed
externally and a way of enhancing one’s psychological self-esteem at the
same time. Amongst the vast elements of makeup, eyebrows are very
important as they provide a standard point for one’s visual impression by
making a change in one’s natural appearance so that one can create
various looks and visual impressions of expressions. The shape of one’s
eyebrows can determine a person’s character and visual impression even
by itself; it also plays an important role which contributes to making a
clear and vivid impression on others.

This study defined the range of ‘visual impression’ as the shape of
eyebrows among the facial area and aimed to figure out how the visual
impression of different eyebrow shapes show physiognomic correlations.

For this purpose, this study first identified visual impressions by each
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eyebrow shape based on relevant literature and academic papers on
makeup and physiognomy in Korea. In each document, 18 adjective
words with hight frequency related to positive and negative visual
impressions were extracted. Subsequently a survey was conducted on
experts who are engaged in jobs related with makeup whose ages range
from 10s to 60s in order to find out how their visual impressions are
towards each type of eyebrow shape. The correlation between their
responses and the physiognomic impressions were then analyzed. Based on
the results, this study determines what kind of eyebrow shape contributes
to make a favorable and positive impression of one’s appearance.

The results are as follows:

First, the standard eyebrows in makeup and physiognomy only elicit
positive impressions, whereas all other forms of eyebrow shapes evoke
positive and negative impressions. It was found that standard eyebrows
look clean, flat—shaped eyebrows are neat but look quite stubborn, arch
eyebrows look gentle, angled eyebrows or eyebrows that slope diagonally
look sharp or fierce and slanted eyebrows look depressed or lonely.

Second, the survey participants’ responses upon visual impressions for
each eyebrow shape showed standard eyebrows, such as in makeup and
physiognomic impression, seem to have a positive, clear and bright
impression. In addition, they responded that flat—shaped eyebrows have
kind, tender and gentle impression. Arched eyebrows give a pleasnt and
peaceful impression, whereas the results show angled and diagonal
eyebrows appear to be sly and fierce. Furthermore, slanted eyebrows
appear to be lonely and destitute.

Third, both positive and negative impressions of each eyebrow shape
were found to have a correlation in concordance among the survey
participants’ responses and physiognomy.

Fourth, the types of eyebrow shapes which can express favorable
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impressions were analyzed as standard, flat and arch types, whereas those
which can give of non—favorable impressions were analyzed as angled,
diagonal and slanted shapes.

Thus, the visual impressions of eyebrow shapes have a correlation
correspondent with physiognomic impressions. In addition, it can be
concluded that one should avoid angled, diagonal and slanted eyebrow
shapes which showed prominent negative impressions and rather keep the
eyebrow shapes to standard, flat and arch forms which express positive
impressions in order to create favorable impressions towards others in the

most efficient manner.
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