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ABSTRACT

A Study on Improving the Education Programs for the Elderly

Welfare Centers

Hong, Sung Ja

Major in Social Welfare

Dept., of Welfare Administration

The Graduate School of Public Administration
Hansung University

The old population increases every year, while our modern society changes

rapidly. Meanwhile, elderly’s needs become diversified;, many of the elderly hope
that their retirement life will be more satisfactory and hopeful, and thus, their
demands for education increase. Qur reality is that the elderly’s welfare centers
are mostly responsible for elderly’s education. Under such circumstances, this
study was aimed at reviewing the education programs operated by the elderly’s
welfare center in terms of not quantity but quality.

Currently, many elderly people participate in the elderly’s education programs
provided for by the elderly’s welfare centers. At a glance, the elderly’'s
education programs seem to be active, but there are many various problems to
be solved.

For this study, the elderly people using an elderly’s education program
operated by Seongdong Elderly’s Welfare Center were sampled to conduct a
survey. The results of this study can be summarized as follows;

Most of the elderly were more positive towards the elderly’s education
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program than expected. Most of them perceived that elderly’s education
programs were required and that the programs were activated. Moreover, they
were very eager to learn about something new. To the question "how many
times have you been absent from the program?”, many of the subject elderly
answered "not once.”

However, most of the elderly wanted the government to subsidize the
elderly’s education programs more, while wishing that the level of the programs
would be more appropriate. On the other hand, most of the elderly were more
satisfied with lecture than contents of the program.

It was found that most of the elderly began to participate in the education
program to acquire new knowledge, which suggests that the education programs
should be designed to keep the elderly informed of the new knowledge.

Based on the above findings, the researcher has put forwards the following
‘suggestions to activate the elderly’s education programs;

First, the education programs should be designed 1n consideration of elderly’s
physical, psychological and social attributes.

Second, diverse professionals need to be fostered to support the elderly’s

education programs. To be specific, those social welfare specialists trained on

elderly’s problems should be recruited to take care of elderly's educational
needs. Moreover, the experts of elderly’s education should be brought up to
enhance the quality and efficiency of elderly’s education. In a longer term, it 1s
deemed necessary to establish a special educational institute which will foster
elderly’s education specialists. In addition, lecturers should be encouraged to
meet with each other to discuss their cases in order to enhance the quality of

the elderly’s education programs.



Third, it is necessary to streamline the dual administration system by clearly
defining the functions, characteristics or scope of the elderly’s education. Then,
the elderly’s education centers dispersed throughout the nation can be operated
in a systematic way. Besides, there is an unbalance of the education services
between metropolitan cities and other regions. Hence, the government is urged
to plan a public education service program for the elderly in consideration of
such an unbalance.

Fourth, it is required to develop the textbooks for the elderly’s education
programs as well as provide the education centers with the audio/video
equipments. The reality is that the education centers are using the textbooks
developed for other purposes, because there are few ones for the elderly’s
education. It is very urgent to develop the textbooks and audio/video equipments
for the elderly.

Fifth, it is required for the government to support the elderly’s education

programs by operating the shuttle buses as well as the daycare facilities for

children.
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