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ABSTRACT

A Study in the Rebirth motif on Kim Chun-su's Poems

— Centering around His Earlier Poems —

CHOI, Eun-Seok

Major in Modern Literature

Dept. of Korean Literature
Graduate School of

Hansung University

Kim Chun-su is a poet who has demonstrated a very unique style
of poems for Korean poetry -circle. In order to free himself from
the conventional conceptions or social collectivism, he attempted to
apply “the theory of meaninglessmess™ which is focused on rhythms
as in music beyond the simple meaning of words. He describes
‘such exclusion of conception from words” as “strained plays’.

In a nutshell, “strained plays’ is his motto for creation of poems,
and this attitude comprises his unique theory of poetry. And such
a uniqueness in all is called Kim Chun-su's ‘“theory of meaningless
poetry”. Although his theory as such had been framed over his
entire life, it actually began to be expressed first in his anthology
of poems titled “Taryong Rhythm and Others” and began to be
featured on a full scale in his work ‘Choyong . In this study which
aimed at examining his unique style of poetry, his earlier prototypes

were analyzed concentratingly.



If we define prototype as “expressing a similiar, universal image
which transcends time and space, race and culture, it may as well
be exposed in the works of modern poets. In a way, most literary
men and women have pursued such universality through their works.
The rebirth motive which was one of the major motives for myth
or tale or the rebirth motive which dictates the rebirth system in
particular may characterize Kim Chun-su’s poetry, and thus this
motive was selected as theme of this study.

Kim Chun-su’'s modes of rebirth system are depicted as follows;

1) The rebirth motive for flower(plant)

2) The rebirth motive for water

3) The rebirth motive for wind

Among these the first motive is most strong in his poetry, which
proves that he strived to depict the prototype of human nature,
namely the pursuit of reality and ideal, through the richness/
rootedness/upward extension symbolized by flower(plants).

All in all, prototypes also appear in the works of modern poets

consciously or subconsciously, which must guarantee the universality

of hterature.
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