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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Military Threat of the KJU Regime
—North Korea's WMD Threat Assessment and Prospect—

Jang, Hyo—Hun

Major in Military Strategy

Dept. of National Security and Strategy
Graduate School of National Defense Science

Hansung University

Since the collapse of the second U.S.-South summit in Hanoi in
February 2019, North Korea's denuclearization has made no progress at
all, and as more than two years have passed, its nuclear and missile
capabilities are becoming more advanced. It is no exaggeration to say
that North Korea's capacity to operate chemical weapons has already
reached its highest level, although it is overshadowed by the advancement
of its nuclear and missile capabilities.

During the Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il administrations, the threat
assessment was made mainly due to the low nuclear and missile threats
from North Korea, while the interest in chemical and chemical weapons
decreased as North Korea's nuclear and missile capabilities developed
rapidly after Kim Jong—un took office in 2012. Therefore, it was true
that the threat assessment covering both nuclear, missile and chemical
weapons was incomplete. In this study, we wanted to assess the threat of
North Korea's weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear, missile,
and chemical weapons, and seek suggestions on how to respond.

North Korea's ability to distinguish weapons of mass destruction is
evaluated in order of nuclear, missile and chemical and chemical
weapons.
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First, it is estimated that there are at least 28 to a maximum of 72
nuclear bombs, and that North Korea can manufacture amplifying fissile
bombs while miniaturizing and lightening them for its Scud-class or
higher ballistic missiles.

Second, the missile has been powered from short—range ballistic
missiles (SRBMs) to intermediate-range ballistic missiles (IRBMs), and
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) are estimated to be possible
only by range, but evaluation of atmospheric reentry and MRV
technology is limited. It has also recently been able to produce
solid—propelled short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs).

Third, chemical weapons are estimated to have a chemical unit for
each discharge, and 25 types of chemical agents are estimated to be
stockpiled at 2,500 to 5,000 tons, with full-time and peacetime
operational capabilities.

Fourth, biological weapons are estimated to have 13 types of
biological agents, but the exact amount of biological agents is limited.

North Korea will use nuclear weapons as a political and diplomatic
means of negotiation through investigative threats such as nuclear
blackmail and demonstration of its nuclear capabilities, and then operate
them in order of demonstration, tactical, and strategic use. chemical &
biological weapons will be used in conjunction with field artillery and
ballistic missiles, and could also be used for peacetime terrorist purposes.

South Korea is developing a joint 'tailored deterrence strategy’ by the
U.S. to counter the threat of North Korea's WMD and is pushing to
establish a 'Nuclear and WMD response system' independently. However,
it is necessary to establish a multi-layered defense system to increase the
success rate of intercepting North Korean missiles, as its own ability to
collect information on North Korea, including securing necessary
information assets for the Nuclear and WMD response system.' Also, the
Nuclear and WMD response system' is a means of eliminating or
defending North Korea's nuclear and missile itself, not a concept of
military strategy. Therefore, the South Korean military should shift from
defensive and defensive strategies to preemptive deterrence strategies while
maintaining nuclear deterrence by strengthening its alliance with the U.S.
and pursue short—term annihilation strategies in the event of an all-out
war.
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