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ABSTRACT

A Study on Christian Creative Dance
"The Never—Drying Spring;

Lee, Eun—Kyung
Major in Christian Dance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study is an analysis of the Christian creative dance, “The
never—drying spring and is a work on thirst presented to people living
in the modern era. By comparing the essential approach to Jesus’ identity
to living water, the researcher wanted to present an answer to those who
are wandering around the problem of emptiness and futility. It is difficult
to find true rest for those living with regret and guilt for the past and
those living under unknown anxiety about the future. An unstable state
without true rest deteriorates the quality of life mentally and physically
and makes people sick. The Bible says that these problems are the result

of the state of disconnection from God due to human sins. Corrupted
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humans live struggling to solve the problem of emptiness and futility in
the process of pursuing desire, material things, honor, and power.

This study expressed the identity of who Jesus is through the spiritual
meaning of living water that quenches thirst, and emphasized that Jesus is
the only answer that can quench the inner thirst and desires of humans,
and that he is the essence of salvation that can provide ontological needs
such as love, meaning, and purpose of life. Using the Samaritan woman
as a motif, the researcher want to inform people that the way to resolve
their inner thirst is to meet Jesus, the living water. When humans meet
Jesus, who approaches them who have been cut off by sin, their
problems can be resolved.

This study deals with the story of the meeting between God, who
came to us with love, and the Samaritan woman. When humans welcome
and receive Jesus, their identity as children of God can be restored, and
they can quench their thirst by drinking the water He gives them.
Through the concept of living water, the researcher wants to introduce
Jesus, the true solution to problems for modern people living today, and
also emphasizes the importance of evangelism and missions.

This work, “The never—drying spring” consists of three chapters and
takes 16 minutes and 52 seconds, and focuses on a well—organized
composition and message delivery. Based on the Samaritan woman in the
Bible, the story unfolds like a dance drama and is choreographed using
modern dance and creative Korean dance. The music and lighting that fit
the piece of work help effectively direct the scenes and help the audience
concentrate, allowing the choreographer's intentions to be conveyed well.

Chapter 1 consists of the process in which the spirit, soul, and body,
which are one, are separated and fight each other due to different
desires. The meaning of being one but different is emphasized in the

different colors of the one sleeve, and a dark and dull toned—down
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purple costume and patterns that represent a string tied to a chain are
used.

Chapter 2 expresses the love and strong will of Jesus who comes to
save the woman who has collapsed in pain. In order to give the effect of
the main movement of flapping wings, a costume made of silk was used
to achieve a dramatic effect of the movement.

Chapter 3 expresses the joy of salvation and recovery by taking off
the clothes of sin and putting on the clothes of righteousness. The bright
yellow costume symbolizes the transformation from a cocoon to a
butterfly, symbolizing the rebirth of life. The music gives a feeling
reminiscent of heaven by using the clear and clean voices of children,
and quick, briskly choreographed movements express the joy of salvation.

Through “The Never—drying Spring,” the researcher attempted to
convey to the audience the meaning of thirst, salvation, and recovery by
connecting them with the love of Jesus, and to convey the message of
hope of living water to those who long to fill their emptiness and thirst.
It is hoped that this study will contribute to the revitalization and

development of Christian dance.

[Key Words] Christian dance, Jesus identity, Materialism, Addiction,

Living water
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