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ABSTRACT

Christian Creative Dance A Study on

"That Love,

Lee, Yeon—Ho
Major in Christian Dance

Dept. of Dance

Graduate School

Han—Sung University

This study aims to research Christian creative dance, specifically
focusing on the analysis of the work "That Love" to explore its
meaning and structure. This work encapsulates the researcher's
confession of faith and philosophy of life. The selection of the theme
for the work began with contemplation about human existence.
Humans are the only beings who, wanting to know their reason for
existence, the meaning of life, and their own identity, seek to
understand these aspects. Humans are beings who pose endless
questions about existential meaning, essence, and destiny. However,

one of the psychological issues that modern individuals, who have
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forgotten these questions, experience is related to the existential
conditions of human beings, such as death, loneliness, and
meaninglessness.  Many modern individuals fall into ‘existential
depression,” experiencing a sense of emptiness and meaninglessness
without discovering the meaning of life.

Existentialism addresses the ultimate issues of death, freedom, solitude,
and meaninglessness that individuals in modern society face. This concept
suggests that by confronting these issues, individuals can actively choose
life and discover true meaning. However, humans are created in the
image of God and are made perfectly. However, due to Satan's
intervention, when humans commit 'sin,’ their perfection is broken,
leading to a separation from God. The consequences of that sin come in
the form of 'disease, mental illness, death, poverty, war, natural disasters,
etc., overwhelming humanity with an unbearable burden. To understand
humanity, one must comprehend this foundational aspect arising from the

relationship with God.

The researcher aims to contemplate the essence of human nature in
finite life through this work. Existential psychotherapy, as a method for
treating the psychological problems faced by modern individuals,
emphasizes the acknowledgment of 'death.’ Acknowledging the inherent
condition of human existence, which is inevitable, is 'death." By
recognizing this fact, individuals can discover the purpose and direction
of their own lives, overcoming emptiness and despair. However, that
alone does not serve as the ultimate cure. Human beings, encountering
the once—separated God, become beings who can truly enjoy freedom
and understand the meaning of life. Through this work, the researcher
aims to convey the message that humans, as finite beings with limitations
such as disease and death, can find resolution and redemption by

encountering the Absolute, God. The purpose is to communicate the
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gospel message essential for humans and make them realize this through

an encounter with God.

The research procedure focused on the Christian creative dance
performance titled "That Love," which took place at Yang—Jae M Theater
on November 20, 2023, at 7:00 PM. The study involved examining the
theoretical background of Christian creative dance and "That Love,"
analyzing the intentions, content, format, and structure of the
performance. To analyze the Christian creative dance, "That Love," the
researcher utilized a performance DVD and photographic materials
capturing the presentation at Yang—Jae M Theater on November 20,
2023.

The theoretical background for this work approaches the concept of
existential depression and salvation from a theological perspective through
God. In the existential sense, existential psychotherapy was examined
based on existential philosophy and focused on literature research related
to the human perspective and soteriology from a Christian standpoint.
This included monographs, theses, academic journals, the Bible, and

online sources.

In the Christian creative dance, "That Love," the work aims to depict
that the only way to overcome human limitations is through the love of
Jesus Christ. Humans cannot overcome pain on their own; the theme of
the work is knowing that salvation and true freedom can only be
obtained through the vicarious death, namely the crucifixion blood, of
Jesus Christ, who is both true God and true man. Humans can resolve
ultimate existential issues such as 'death, freedom, loneliness, and
meaninglessness’  through encounters with the Savior and come to
understand themselves. The main theme of this work is the expression of

gratitude and love for Jesus Christ. The composition consists of a total of
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three parts. Chapter 1 depicts the pain of the sick and the emptiness of
the world. Living contentedly in reality, when greed is added, one
becomes entangled in the trap of illness and death, experiencing
frustration and despair. Chapter 2 portrays confronting salvation,
presenting step—by—step scenes of encountering the Savior, Jesus. Together
with the evangelist, the performers offer praise through the Lord’s prayer.
Chapter 3, with the song The Cross, That Love' confesses and praises
the love of Jesus. God's work of human salvation stems from His
boundless love, making us aware that God is love itself. Human existence
is understood as being separated from God, an existence that cannot be

explained.
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