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ABSTRACT

Absolute rest in a utopian space

Choi, jinweon

Major in Oriental Painting and True

Colored Painting

Dept. of Painting
The Graduate School

Hansung University

In a complex and competitive society, people easily experience
depression and lethargy before realizing it. Rest replenishing energy after
emptying everything can help you look back at yourself and contemplate
your ego. This thesis defines ‘absolute rest’ as the rest of lying with eyes
closed in the ideal space of home and nature. It will analyze and explain
the artworks of the author expressing ‘absolute rest’ in comparison with
the eighteenth—century genre paintings of the Joseon dynasty, Korea.

'Utopia' and 'Wa Yu idea are the thematic backgrounds that run
through the entire artworks of the author. Chapter III conducts a
comparative analysis of the author’s artworks and genre paintings in
terms of the expression, space, and material of ‘absolute rest’. There are
‘home’ and ‘nature’ as the space to take a rest. ‘Home’ which is a safe
haven where you can freely express yourself, becomes closer to a utopia

with interior designs to reflect the resident's taste. ‘Nature’ is a
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traditionally longed—for utopia in the oriental culture, where the value of
harmony lies at the center. Based on the Wa Yu idea, the artworks
expressed a utopia to take a rest and tried to present rest to the viewers
at the same time. In addition, water, natural objects, and non-daily
elements are defined as essential elements to express the utopia. and the
utopia using these elements is described in detail by examining the genre
paintings and the author’s works. Based on Wa Yu idea, ‘Nature’ goes
beyond depicting ‘rest’ in the artwork, based on Jongbyeong’s idea of Wa
Yu, and aims to provide rest to the viewer of the painting as well. In
addition, having ‘water’, ‘natural objects’, and ‘unusual item’ as essential
elements to express the utopia, this paper describes the utopia expressed
in the author’s own artworks and genre paintings in detail.

Having a theoretical background in genre paintings, the artworks were
inspired by multiple subjects. Chapter IV introduces the sources of
inspiration that enriched the author’s artworks, such as fairy tales,
masterpiece art, and movies, and also describes the spatiotemporal
background, composition, materials, coloring and material technique to
express absolute rest’.

This thesis examines the theoretical background and expressive
characteristics of the author’s artwork through comparative analysis with
genre paintings. In the era of the Covid—19 pandemic, the value of rest
is important more than ever. The significance of this study is that it
examines the artworks of the author under the theme of ‘absolute rest’ in
this chaotic era, solidifies the author’s identity as an artist, and finally

confirms the possibility of expanding the work.

[KEYWORD] Rest, Utopia, Home, Nature, Genre Paintings, Wa Yu
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