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The Organization and Activities of the
Gwanghandan
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Hansung University

After the 3-1 Movement in 1919, Koreans organized an
independence movement organization in the Seogando region to launch an
armed independence movement. After the invasion of national sovereignty,
Koreans who built and operated independence bases in Yuha—hyeon,
Gwanjeon—hyeon, Gajeong—hyeon, and Hwanin—hyeon on the other side
of the Yalu River formed an armed independence movement group to
carry out an efficient independence movement due to the March Ist
Movement. Members of the Uibyeong and Yurim organized the Daehan
dongnipdan of Monarchism to revive the dynasty by integrating
organizations such as Boyaksa, Hyangyak, Nongmu, and Posudan. On the
other hand, Koreans who pursued republicanism organized the Hanjokhoe
and the gunjeongbu, In November 1919, gunjeongbu accepted the request
of the Provisional Government of the Shanghai and renamed it the
gunjeongseo.

At this time, the Gwanghandan was newly organized. In the early
1920s, it was reported that in Hyangno—gu, Gwanjeon—hyeon, Hyun
Ik—cheol, Lee Si-yeol, Lee Ho-won, Kim Seok—son, and Hong
Won-kyung, who were disappointed by the passive struggle of the
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Hanjokhoe and  Seoro gunjeongseo, organized a more active armed
struggle with Jang Myung—hwan, Kim Kwan-sung, Lee Chun-san, Kim
Tae—ho, and Park Jung—ho. But as for the Gwanghan-dan, the timing
and background of the organization, the leading person, and the specific
details of the activities were not clearly revealed.

The Gwanghandan was organized in the spring of 1920, that is,
between February and May. At this time, the Provisional Government of
the Republic of Korea in Shanghai was trying to distribute the
independence movement group active in the Seogando and Bukgando
under the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea. In other
words, Lee Tak of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea
was organizing the Gwangbokgun chongyeong in Seogando.

Accordingly, disgruntled Hanjokhoe and young people who were active
in the Seoro gunjeongseo and Daehan dongnipdan organized the
Gwanghandan. This means that the line of the independence struggle of
the Gwangdan was different from the diplomatic theory of the
Provisional ~Government of the Republic of Shanghai and Lee
seung—man's line. Therefore, he did not participate in the Daehan
gwangbokgun Command and the Daehan gwangbokgun chongyeong. In
addition, the goal of the Gwangdan was to carry out an active armed
struggle, and it was to advance into Korea, destroy Japanese institutions,
and remove Japanese officials and pro—Japanese forces. Against this
background, Lee Si-yeol and others were not satisfied with the passive
armed struggle of the Seoro gunjeongseo and organized the Gwanghandan.

The people who took the lead in the organization of the Gwanghandan
Group are the young people in the Hanjokhoe, those who entered and
joined Seogando from Korea, and those who were previously active in
the Daehan dongnipdan and the Daehan cheongnyeondan yeonhaphoe in
Seogando. Gwanghandan, like the Provisional Government of the
Republic of Korea in Shanghai, aimed for republicanism, but it was not
a Christian line, like Ahn Chang-ho and Lee Seung—man, but
Daejonggyo line. And those who joined the Gwanhandan from the
Daehan dongnipdan were the Hwaseo Lee hang—ro School. They also
opposed passive armed struggles such as the Hanjokhoe and Lee
Sang-ryong of the Seoro gunjeongseo.

In 1920, the number of members of the Gwanghandan unit reached
100. More than half of the leading figures in Gwanghandan were from
Pyeongan—do, and more than 70% of the members were from
Pyeongan—do, especially from Pyeongbuk. Half of the leading figures are
in their 30s, and half of the members are in their 20s. 80% of the
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Gwanghandan were young people in their 20s and 30s.

The Gwanghandan tried to expand its members and carry out military
fund recruitment activities by installing branches on each side of the
country. The size of the branch is unknown, but most of the members
would have been concentrated in Pyongannam—-do and Buk-do Province,
where their hometowns are located. Since June 1920, the Gwanghandan
Group has dispatched members to Pyongyang, Jeongju, and Bakcheon to
actively collect military funds. However, as it can be seen from the arrest
of Hyun Ik—cheol in Andong, Gyeongsangbuk-do, the Gwanghandan also
dispatched members to Gyeongsang—do to establish an altar.

The Gwanghandan group, which was armed with handguns and
engaged in military fundraising activities, in December 1920, nine
members were arrested in South Pyongan Province, revealing the identity
of the organization, and many members were arrested. Lee Si—yeol, the
leader of the group, also infiltrated Korea in February 1921 to contact
each domestic organization, but was discovered by the Japanese and was
unable to return.

Under these circumstances, as independent activities became difficult, the
Gwanghandan made an effort to send a delegation to the Beijing Military
Unification Conference in April 1921 to integrate with other armed
independence movement groups. However, due to the struggle for control
of the initiative, the desired results were not achieved.

Following Lee Si—yeol, Hyun Jeong-kyung, who became the leader of
the Gwanghandan Group, sympathized with Yang Ki-tak's South
Manchuria Unification Movement and participated in the formation of
the Daehan tonguibu in the spring of 1922. In addition, several members
from Gwanghandan participated in the Daehan tonguibu.

In the mid-1920s, when the Tonguibu was reorganized into the
Chamuibu, the Jeonguibu, and the Sinminbu, members of the
Gwanghandan generally participated in the Jeonguibu. Ko Hal-sin, a
former member of the Gwanghandan, held a meeting(Jeonman tongil
hoeui) with Kim Dong-sam and others in Gilim in October 1924 and
organized the Jeonguibu. In 1925, Hyeon Jeong—gyeong joined the
Jeonguibu with the 6th, 7th, and 8th companies of the Uiyonggun of the
Tonguibu. n addition, Lee Ho-won returned to Manchuria after his
sentence in 1928 and participated in the Jeonguibu.

[Key-words] Gwanghandan, Lee Si—yeol, Lee Ho-won, Hanjokhoe,
Daehan dongnipdan]
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