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ABSTRACT

The Organization and Activities of
Gwangyang Laborers and Farmers Association

Seo, Yang—Min

Major in Korean History
Dept. of History
Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to examine the labor movement
and national independent movement focusing on the activity of
Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association. Especially, this study
considers three aspects as follows. Firstly, socio—economic
backgrounds of Gwangyang at 1920's is the starting point of this
study. Secondly, the organization and main characters of Gwangyang
Tenants Mutual Aid Society and Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers
Association 1s to examined. Thirdly, activities for farmers and
laborers, socialistic activity and Shingan Association activity of
Gwangyang  Tenants Mutual Aid Society and Gwangyang
Laborers-Farmers Association is the final interest of this study.

The tenant rate of Gwangyang region was higher than that of
other district in Jeonranam—-Do because of the small number of its
inhabitants and lesser acreage under cultivation. Furthermore,

Gwangyang region had too many absentee landlord than that of
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other region. The absentee landlord oppressed the tenants so
harshly on collecting ground rents and transferring tenant right
arbitrarily that tenants of Gwangyang region were heavily
discontented with their landlords.

Under the "Cultural policy" caused by 31 movement, there are
some opportunities of helping farmers, tenants and laborers to
establish the Chosun Laborers Credit Association(1920. 4) and
Chosun Tenant Mutual Aid Society(1921.8). This trend of the times
influenced so deeply in Gwangyang region that Jung, Jin-Moo and
some tenants of the region organized the Gwangyang Tenants
Mutual Aid Society at 1923. Landlords as well as tenants were
participated in this organization with 3,530 members in 1923.

Nevertheless, Gwangyang Tenants Mutual Aid Society had
obvious limits to help tenants because of their pro—japanese,
pro—landlord characters. This organization ended up re—grouping as
local branch of Chosun Tenant Mutual Aid Society. Therefore,
Gwangyang Tenants Mutual Aid Society acted passively when
tenant related problems got serious at the end of the year 1923.

Jung, Jin-Moo, who was pro-tenant approach, dispatched
representatives at Gwangyang region to unify tenants, and he went
step further to establish Gwangyang Tenants Association with all
representatives in February 24, 1924. Compared to Gwangyang
Tenants Mutual Aid Society, which was participated with landlords
and tenants together, Gwangyang Tenants Association was
exclusively for tenants, and worked exclusively for tenants's sake
only. Their members directly run Gwangyang Tenants Association,
so consequently, opinions of tenant reflected well.

Furthermore, Jung, Jin—-Moo and Kim, Wan-Geun tried to

organize tenants society at Gwangyang region. Jung, Jin—Moo and
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Kim, Wan-Geun also strive to establish labor Association in
Gwangyang region, so they fonuded Gwangyang Labor Association
at March, 1924.

In the mean time, Chosun Farmer and Labor General
Confederacy was established in April 18, 1924. Chosun Farmer and
Labor General Confederacy wanted to unite all the local
organizations, so Jung, Jin—-Moo tried to solidify laborer-farmer
oganizations in Gwangyang region. As a result, he established the
Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association with the representatives
of fifteen different organizations at May 16, 1924.

Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association consisted of the
executive committee and the standing committee; the former had
the deliberate-legislative council and the evaluation—inspection
council; and the latter had the general affair section, finance
section, education section, labor section, and tenant section. Jung,
Jin—-Moo, Kim, Wan-Geun, Jung, Soon-Wha were leading figure of
those committees.

Gwangyang Tenants Association and Gwangyang
Laborers-Farmers Association tried to develop interest of farmers
and laborers. Those two organizations protested against transferring
of tenant right, collecting of rents, and compulsory labor to defend
tenant's own rights. Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association even
started the tenancy dispute with the cooperation of small local
laborer—farmer Associations. During this movement, main figures of
Gwangyang Laborers—-Farmers Association served their terms of
imprisonment on charge of interference in the execution of duty, or
housebreaking.

Leading figures of Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association,

such as Jung, Jin—-Moo, Kim, Wan-Geun, Jung, Seon-Wha, and Shin,
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Myung-Jun paticipated in the Buk Sung Circle and laborer—farmer
union, young men union to get aids at developing laborer—farmer
movement. They were in part of Chosun Communist Party as well,
because of that, they all served their terms of imprisonment
between one or two years.

After releasing from prison, Jung, Jin—Moo, Kim, Wan-Geun,
and Jung, Soon-Wha founded the Shingan Association ‘s Gwangyang
branch. Even though Shingan Association's dissolution in 1931
resulted early closing of Gwangyang branch, they tried to integrate
two different approaches of national independence movement; those
of nationalists and communists.

Gwangyang Laborers-Farmers Association was the farmer's
movement organization focusing tenant's interests. Moveover,
Gwangyang Laborers—Farmers Association set their minds to
broader purposes like national liberation. This study examines the
diverse activities of Gwangyang Laborers-Farmers Association's
member, such as their participation of socialistic farmer-labor
assoclation, ideological party, communist party, and Shingan

Association.
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