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ABSTRACT

The Operation of Gi-In System (3L AfIE) and the Status of
Gi—In in the Goryeo Dynasty

Kim, You-Jong

Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study aims to research on the operation of the Gi—In system (JL
NI, a system to bring the sons of Hojok, the powerful local gentry,
as a hostage and had them escort the King) that was implemented as a
part of the policy to win over Hojok in the Goryeo Dynasty. In
particular, the Gi—In system is a personnel policy of the newly established
Goryeo government to embrace and conciliate the local Hojoks (the
powerful families) since the government failed to unite the Late Three
Kingdoms completely. However, the system was operated in other ways
than its original purpose due to the stable centralization of the
government, and the social status of Gi—In came to be reduced or
distorted from the early Goryeo Dynasty. This indicates that the Gi-In
system in the early Goryeo Dynasty was in operation under the mutual
benefits with Hojok while the Gi—Ins were demoted and turned into the
people forced to hard labor in the late Goryeo Dynasty. In this regard,

such a series of changes were made based on the political aspects of the
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society of Goryeo.

King Taejo of Goryeo finally achieved the unification of the Three
Hans (=###f—) by introducing the low posture policy (s 5LEHER)
towards Hojok for a complete unification. The Gi-In system that was
adopted at the beginning of the state kept in operation afterwards and
gradually transformed as wished by the central government thanks to the
reinforced royal power of King Gwangjiong and a successful
centralization of the Kings including King Seongjong, Hyeongjong and
Munjong. The Goryeo government would make sure to control the group
of 300 Gi-Ins after recognizing it as a special group. Since Gi-Ins came
from local noble families, Hojok, they might become a political
conundrum if they take collective actions. Therefore, the Goryeo
government tried to demote the group slowly but thoroughly. As a result,
there was a progress in the centralization of the government, which was
premature at the beginning, and Gi-Ins were gradually demoted and lost
their parts along with Hyangris G55, local official) who were origin by
(th ) Gi-Ins, from the mid and late Goryeo Dynasty.

Gi-Ins were engaged in diverse service works including advising for
local communities, escorting the King, recommending (#%) Sasimgwan
(dispatched central official), checking the backgrounds on applicants of
the national examination in the early Goryeo Dynasty. After completing
certain roles, they joined the government by receiving public posts as a
reward, such as Dongjeongjik ([]1FH#%) and became the recipient of the
Fields for Gi-In (JLAH). However, they were also demoted to Hyangris
in the late Goryeo Dynasty after experiencing changes in status under the
military rule and invasion of Mongolia. Given the situation, they took
charge of management of the fallow land during the war with Mongolia
and were mobilized to construct buildings such as royal palaces and
buildings during Yuan intervention period. They played roles mainly in

construction under Jangjakgam (i fFE:) and Joseongdogam (il #fs),
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the responsible agency for civil engineering and building and repair under
the royal palace. The functions of Gi-Ins gradually started to focus on
hard labor. Gi-Ins were mobilized for official tasks of public
organizations under the state and national agencies or sometimes assigned
to private works of powerful people and transferred to serve public office
works.

Like such, the Gi—In system in the late Goryeo Dynasty changed in its
meaning from the early Goryeo Dynasty and became the target of
reform. The politically degraded status of them fell from the higher social
status of Goryeo along with local Hyangris. As a result, the controversy
over the toil of hard labor emphasized the negative effect of the Gi-In
system and provoked the debate on reform. While the system was
reformed during the reign of King Chungsuk (£liT), it was restored
under King Chunghye ({21 +) and failed to be completely abolished.
Afterwards, the new scholar groups frequently discussed over the
abolishment of the system until King Gongyang (#%i# T°).

Meanwhile, the argument made so far that the roles of Gi-Ins turned
into menial in regard to improvement measures on the toil of Gi-Ins did
not consider any origin difficulties of Gi—Ins. While the hardship of toil
suffered by them is understandable, the argument that their roles turned
into menial works is hard to agree. The improvement measure may
rather be considered as a remedy to tackle the financial difficulties of
Gi-Ins. Gi-Ins were efficient talents as a resource for the state or the
people with vested rights. They were the public officials who served the
nation and contributed to creating the national assets. Due to the
efficiency of the Gi-In system, the system itself was not abolished but

transferred to and reused in te Joseon Dynasty.
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