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ABSTRACT

Study on copy and creation of Goryeo Buddhist
Paintings

Jeon, Su—Min

Major in Oriental Painting and True

Colored Painting

Dept. of Painting
The Graduate School

Hansung University

Buddhist paintings are considered the essence of true colored
painting (jinchaewha). In particular, Buddhist paintings from the Goryeo
Dynasty show the beautiful meticulousness captured in glamorous Korean
paintings which developed under the protection of the royal family and
the nobility. Goryeo Buddhist paintings contain various creative elements
originating from monks’ imaginations based on Buddhist doctrines of
different periods. The monks likely portrayed their wishes in their
paintings, including their personal vision of what they desired to achieve
in the world. Monks who left the secular world to become monks also
likely wished to be saved. Even Buddhist paintings which might have
been painted based solely on the Buddhist scriptures, to the exclusion of
emotion, would have in the process of choosing colors and drawing lines
conveyed the emotions in the unconscious of the monks who created the
paintings. The objective of this study is to portray the contemporary
human suffering in Buddhist paintings by adopting icons and techniques
used in Goryeo Buddhist paintings of varying styles that monks created in
order to attain religious enlightenment. In this study, attempts were made
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to untangle the values and pains of this author, which change with
maturity, as well as personal wishes in the paintings, as though
documenting them. Chapter 1 provides a brief overview, including the
purpose of copying and creating Goryeo Buddhist paintings and research
methods and scope. Chapter 2 describes the historical background and
characteristics of Goryeo Buddhist painting, including features of ideas
and icons portrayed in the works, and materials and techniques used for
the paintings. Chapter 3 explains the meanings of the icons, the process
of creating them, and techniques used in the process by classifying
Goryeo Buddhist paintings this author copied into the categories of
salvation in this life and in the afterlife. The paintings of salvation in this
life include <Bhaisajyaguru Painting) and <{(Water—-Moon Avalokit§vara
Paintingy; paintings of salvation in the afterlife include <Amitdbha
Paintingy and <Ksitigarbha paintingy>. Chapter 4 describes the paintings
that this author created using the icons and techniques studied while
copying Goryeo Buddhist paintings. The ideas behind the creation and the
process of creation are described by classifying them into works of
salvation in this life, salvation in the afterlife, and salvation in emotional
life. The works of salvation in this life include Salvation of Victims of
October 27 Persecution in the Afterlife and Newly Passed Down, which
adopted the icons and techniques of <Amitdbha Painting> and
{Water—-Moon Avalokit§vara Painting; the works of salvation in the
afterlife include Myeoljeongjineondo, which used <Ksitigarbha painting) as
its motif, and Living on and Perishing, in which Ksitigarbha and
Water—-Moon Avalokit$vara coexist. Regarding the works of salvation in
emotional life, the works of this author on birds and samsara are
described separately, followed by an explanation of the ideas behind their
creation and techniques employed in them. Chapter 5 summarizes the
results of an examination of the paintings this author created using
techniques learned from copying and studying the Buddhist paintings that
the monks of the Goryeo Dynasty created.
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