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ABSTRACT

The change in recognitions of the ancestor appeared in

epitaph of displaced persons of Koguryo and its meaning.

Lee, Ki—Beom
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

Graduate School Hansung University

Since 2000, a number of epitaphs of Koguryo's displaced persons has
been found one after another around Luoyang and Xian in China, and
the number of the epitaph is now over twenty. And each epitaph has a
certain degree of description about ancestors. This essay will examine the
features of the descriptions on those epitaph in two ways based on 23
cases. First, let’s take a look at the ratio of cases that recognize
themselves as Koguryo people or as Chinese. In 14 cases, which is up to
61%, it seems that they recognize themselves as descendent of Koguryo
people. On the other hand. In 9 cases, which is up to 39%, they
recognize themselves as descendent of Chinese. Second, time—specific ratio
and features of epitaph. There are 4 cases in Gaozong(Tang) period, 7
cases in Wuhou Zetian period, 9 cases in Xuanzong(Tang) period, and 3
cases after Suzong(Tang period. About 66% of the cases are mainly from
Wuhou Zetian and  Xuanzong(Tang) period. And there are three
time—specific features. First, in most common cases throughout all ages,

epitapha describe a name and government position of ancestors in detail.
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Second, epitaph that is made in Wuhou Zetian—ruling period shows some
informations about the founder of Koguryo and historical documents of
early days in addition to just the name and government position. And
last, in Xuanzong(Tang) period , we can see lots of expressions that they
recognize themselves as descendents of Chinese. As we know,
Xuanzong(Tang) period was golden age of Tang Dynasty. So displaced
persons of Koguryo had tried to be Chinese for better life, and I can say

that those phenomenon appears on epitaphs.

keywords: Koguryo, epitaph, displaced persons of Koguryo, Wuhou

Zetian, Xuanzong(Tang), recognition of ancestors
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